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B. PART I, ad paras ly page 3 of. Justice Jackson ‘s 


letter to Lord Wright of July 5th, 1945 
which reads: ; 


"Pro-war infiltrntion by native and imported 
fifth columns, subversion, bribery, and sub- 
orniation of corruption, all for the purpose 
of opening the door to the defendants in- 
fluence on local policy and of weakoning or 
destroying resistance to the defendants 
intended military and political encroach- 
ments. 


Also, pre-war utilisation of cconomic devices, 
somo of thom frauds per se and others possibly 
not, for cubjecting other nations to the cconomic 
domination of the German Reich in pursuance of 
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C, PART II. ad para.2, page 3 of the same letter 
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which reads: 


"Employment of s policy of entering into 

treaties and agreements, and giving assurances 

of fricnily intentions, without meaning to 

observe then and thereafter treacherously ‘ 

violating them in furtherance of the defendants 

plans of domination and conqueste", . 66 es eeter 19 


PART III, ad paras3, page 3 of the same letter 


which reads: 


"Launching wars of aggression, in many instan- 
es treachcrously and without warning.” ..s eevee 27 
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PART IV. ad para. 4,page 3 of the same letter 


which reads: 


“After invasion, 4 common pattern of 
terrorisation of conquered populations, 
mass murders; cnslavement, plundering and 
looting and economic spoliation generally; 
and the ruthless exploitation by diverse 
means of the human and economic treasure 
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In his letter of July 5th, 1945 to Lord Wright, Chairman of 


the United Nations War Crimes Commission, Ir. Justice Jackson, the 
United States Chicf of Counsel for Prosecution of Axis Criminality, 
explained the plan for the prosecution of the German Major War 
Criminals, their principal agents and accessories before an Intcr- 
national Military Tribunal. 

On page 3 of his letter he described their acts and actions 
which should be the subject-matter of an indictment against thom, 

follows: 


'Proeeyar infiltration by native and imported fifth columns, 
subversion, bribery, and subornation of corruption, a11 for 
the purpose of opening the door to the defendants influence 
on local policy and of weakening or destroying resistance 
to the defendants intended military and political oneroach 
ments. 


Also, pre-war utilisation of cconomic deviecs, some of them 
frauds per se and others possibly not, for subjecting other 
nations to the cconomic domination of the German Reich in 
pursuance of the criminal plan.” 


"Employment of a policy of entering into treatics and agree- 
‘ments and giving assurances of friendly intcntions, without 

meaning to observe them and thereafter trcachercusly violating 

thom in furtherance of the defendants plans of domination 

and conqucst,." 


"Taunching wars of aggression, in many instances treachcrously 
and without warning.” 


"APter invasion, a common pattern of terrorisation of conquered 
populations, mast murders; enslavement, plundcring and iooting 
and esonuczdc spolission generally; and the ruthless exploit- 
ation Lo diverse mouns of the human and sconomic treasure of 


the occipicd countrics."” 


And he pointed out: 
nabers of your Commission and the 
by then ean make one more contribution 


towards rectifying the wrongs which 
: 


int is needed is to have cach of these 
| Gxperionecs at the hands of the German 
t documentation available for use in 


would be for orders or 
racing of responsibility 
hest, authoritics." 


The Commission met the wish of Justice Jackson and 
recommended to the Governments represented to supply such an 
official report covered by tie authority of the respective Govern= 


mont. 


By lettcr of Avgust 18th, 1945 to the Caechoslovak AmbasanJoar 
in Lonion, the British Fereign Or?ice on behalf of all four Powers, 
siguntorics to the Agreement of August 8th, 1945, asked also for sich 
an official docoumeark os wished in the Tether off dasbioe Tookson 
quoted abovce 

Complying with these demands I already sent on September 
L5th, 1945 to the four Chicf Prosecutors preliminarily Part IT 
and Part III of the Czechoslovak Report referring to paras.2 and 
3 of Justice Jackson's letter. 


The present document is a complete Report containing four 


Part I ad para. 1 page 3 of Justice Jackson s letter quoted 

above, 

Part IT. ad para 2 of the letter 

Part III, ad para 5 or the letter and 

Part IV ad para & of the letter. 

Furthermore, Part IV: contains a short final chapter 
dealing with the question of personal and criminal responsibility 
for acts described in the Report. 


Finally a set of various official German documents Cege 


Acts, Decrees, Orders, Ordinances cte. is annexed to the Reporte- 


The statements off persons interrogated by me in Germany or 


in Monforff in Laxembcurg (¥%.H.Fean’, B.Voss, J.veRibbentrop, WKeitel), 
are in the files of the War Crimes Branch, USMET, at Wiesbaden, to 
whom I sent them immediately afiler the interrogations. 
My Govermumt reserve the right alternatively to supplement 
The 
Report does not and carmot cover the whole German crintinality against 
Czechoslovakia. 


Thereby I have the honour to submit on behalf of the 


Czcchoslovak Goverment 
Prosecutors and various 


Czechoslovak Report for 


Gernan major wir cerdains 


~ 
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of August Sth, 1945. 


the present document to the four Chicf 
other authorities concerned, as an official 


the prosecution and-for the trinl of the 


tls according to the Agreement of four Powers 


Colonel Dr. Bohuslav E-Gery, 
Minister Plenipotentiary, 
Czechoslovak Representative on 
tha United Nations War Crines 
Copmiission in London, 


CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT - Pia RE) Se 


(ad para.l, page 3 of the letter of Justice Jackson to 
Lord Wright of July 5th, 1945) 


SUMMARY, 


Criminal Plan. 

The Realisation of the Plan. 

Methods in General. 

The Chief Instrument: The Sudeten-German Henlein Movement. 
The Policy and Tactics # the "Sudetendeutsche Partci”. 
System and Methods of Nazi Pre-War Infiltration. 
Intensified activity of the Henlcin Nazis after Munich. 


Conclusion. 


Col.Dr.5B, Eéer, 

Minister Plenipotentiary, 

Czechoslovak Representative on the 

United Nations War Crimes Commission. London, September 29th,1945. 


CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT - PARTI, 


(ad para.l, page 3 of the letter of Justice Jackson 
to Lord Wright of July 5th, 1945) 


(1) Criminal Plan, 


Cacchoslovakia was sn obstacle to the German “Drang nach 
Ostcn" (Drive to the East) and to the domination of Europe: 

(a) Strategically. 

The words of BISMARCK: "tho dominates Bohemia - dominates 
Europe" might have led HITLER ’s plan of’ aggression. 

Czechoslovakia was indeed of first strategical importance 
as a natural barricr and bastion against any military drive down to 
the Danube Basin and hence through the Eastern Carpathians to the Hast 
and along the Danube Valley to the Balkans. 

Treaties of Czechoslovakia with France and the Soviet Union 
were for Gomnany pacts with her enemics from the ‘fest and frou the 
East as well. Strategically Czechoslovakia formed the link of the 
potential two fronts against Germany. 


Ficld Marshal, KEITEL, when interrogated by Dr. Eéer, Czecho-~ 


slovak Representative on the United Nationg War Crimes Commission 


and Chief of the Czechoslovak ‘/ar Crimes Investigating Mission 
attached to Var Crimes Branch, USFET, on pueiar 3rd, 1945, in Mon- 
dorff, confirmed that the Agreement of Munich was directed against 
the Sovict Union because "Czechoslovakia was considered As a possible 
stepping-up arca (Aufmarschgebict) of the Soviet Union with operationally 
dangerous consequences", 
General HALDER saw the strategic meaning of Munich in forcing 
the Czechoslovak Army to retire from its extremely strong line of 


propared fortifications, in handing over these fortifications to the 


enemy without fight, and in confining the Czechoslovak Army ina flat, 


narrow and wholly indcfensible spnee. 
(b) Politically. 

Czechoslovakia wig the last democratic bastion in Central Europe. 
Tt had its free democratic oryanisnxtions and institutions, unfcttorcd 
political partics, . free press ctc. It had a democratic constitution 
which vouchsafed to cvery citizen complete cquality before the Law 
without any discrimination with regard to language, race or religion. 

In the heart of Europe there was left 1. small independent country 
as 2 democratic and anti-fascist outpost of tho ‘Jest and East as well. 


(c) Racjally. 


zechoslovakia was, in the ovenvhelming majority of its.inhoabitants 


2 Slavonic state with a strong conscicnee of 111 Slav-solidarity. 


We mention the Tenth Sokol Congress held in the critical time 


of Summer 1939 in Praguc, where once again the Sokol.Congress became 
a demonstration of international Slav brotherhood even more than in 


past ycoarse 
(2) The Realisation of the Plan. 


Thus Nazi Germany decided to "liquidate" Czechoslovakia first 
4s an independent state and later as a nation. 

The first part of this plan was realised by invasion and partial 
Occupation from October lst to October lOth, 1938, apparently according 
to the "Munich Agreement" .of Septanber 29th, 1938, by setting up a German 
controlled so-called "Independent Slovakian State" on March lth, 1939, 
and by invasion and total occupation of Bohemia and Moravin on March 15th, 
1938. (Details in Parts II and III of this Reports) 

The realisation of the second part of this plan (evacuation of 
what would remain of the Czacch nation after the mass murders, saahords; 
deportations, de-nationnlisation etc., to the East) was prevented by 
Germany ‘s defeat. (As to the plan of evacuation seo Part III, and as to 


the destruction of Czcch national life see Part IV of this Report. ) 


(3) Methods in General. 


’ 


Germany carricd her war against Cacchoslovakia by all moans 
short of actual military operations for years before the actual blow 
was struck via Munich in October 1938, 

The German Professer of Military Science, Evald BANSE, in 
his book "Germany Frepares for War", London 1934, the English translation 
of which Germany mide such efforts to suppress, explains the mcthods of 
"pence-time" preparations for war, methods which were afterwards 
employed against Caechoslovakia. 

He urges that disruptive propaganda should be sect at work 
within the country itself "to dissolve the united mass of the 
enemy people". He goes on to recommend the creation of “Fifth Columns". 

“Auxiliary posts must be established in the capital. Writers 
of the country must be got hold of and influence exercised through 
press, film and radio. Clubs, social centres and reading-rooms 
can all be brought into this service. Above all, whispering pro- 
paganda (FPldsterpropaganda) should be organised through native 
agentse" 

(4) The Chief Instrunent: The Sudeten-Germn 
(n) Deutsche Nationalsozialistische Arbeiter Partei (DNSAP). 
Fundamental parts of the national socialist ideology derived 
from the Czechoslovak Germans KNIRSCH, KREBS and JUNG who, in 
Bohemian in May 1918, hnd reconstituted the German National Socialist 
Workers’ Party (Deutsche Nationslsozinlistische Arbeiter Partei 
DNSAP), HITLER’s party to come was the Nationalsozialistische 
Deutsche Arbeitor-Partcei NSDAP, 

In permanent contact with the National Socinlists of 
the Reich the German National Socialists in Czcchoslovakia founded 


a e . - 
An organisation called "Volksport" (People s Sport for youths over 


21, modelled cxactly on the Storm Troops (S.A.) of the Reich. 
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Headstrong youths of the "Volksport" sailed nearest the wind. 
In 1932, its student ring-leaders were charged with planning armed rebellion 
on behalf of a forcign power and sentenced for conspiring against the 
Republic, for having openly endorsed the 21 points of HITIER’s programme , 
the first of which demanded the union of all Germans in a Great German ‘ 
State, 

This incident was greatly exploited against the so-called 
Activists (German partics co-operating with the Czechs), who were 
accused of conplacence to the Czcchs and failure to vindicate German 
rights. It coincided with HITLOR’s accession to power, 

Late in1933., the National Socialist Party in Czechoslovakia 
forestalled its dissolution by voluntary liquidation, and several of 
its chicfs escaped across the fronticr. This caused in German press 
and radio an outburst of violent threats against Czechoslovakia, 

Por a year the Nazi notivity in Caecchoslovakia was continued 
but underground. 

(b) Deutsche Heimatfrent.._ 

On October lst, 1934, Konrad HENLEIN, the "unpolitical" 
gymnastic instructor of the German Gymnastic Federation (Turnverband) 
of the Republic, established the "German Hone Front" (Deutsche Heimat- 
front), He denicd any relation to the late German National Socialist 
Party in Czechoslovakia and any connection of the "German Home Front" 
with the Nazi Party in Gerwnny 1s well. le even refused to organise 
the German Home Weont on purty lines, olthough he built it up on the 


basis of the Nazi “Melverpoinzip" (principle of lendership), and 


himself beeane the "Machrer" of the "Heimatfront". But he attempted 
a camouflage: he rejected pan-Germanian, he insisted that Fascism and 
Nazism alike lost their naturol "raison a Etre” at the Crechoslovak 
fronticrs; he declared himself against the revision of the Verssilles 


‘ 


Treaty, he professed the unconditional respect for individual rights 


1 it} ] en <~ Wes 
and libertics, he argued with gront fervour that Loyalty of the “Sudeton 


Germans" to the German nation and nt the same tine to the Czechoslovak 


State were not mutually cxclusive. 


(c) The "Sudctendeutsche Partei" (SDP), 


The Czechoslovak «lection system is based on Party representation. 


HENLEIN, therefore, changed the German Home Front into the "Sudeten- 


doutsche Partei" (Sudeten Germans” Party), for the purpose of participation 


in the Ceneral Blections of Mhy 1935 for the National Assembly. 
Sconomic distress owing to the trade crisis increased the 
susceptibility of the German population in Czechoslovakia for the 
new German Messiah and HENLEIN won a resounding victory over all other 
German partics. 
When the election results were made known = the Henleinists 
won 44 scats in the Chamber of Deputies to the National Assembly - 


HENLEIN sent a loyalty telegram to President Masaryk. 
(5) The Policy and Tactics of the "Sudetendeutsche Partei". 


(a) 1935 = 1936: Still "for Democracy". 

HENLSIN continued to present himself as a friend of democracy 
Gspecially in London where he lectured in 1935 at Chatham House in 
the Royal Institute of International Affairs. He stated there that 
he refused the totalitarian principle ond that he was in favour of 
“an honest democracy". "i/e want a demoorncy such as is recommended 
by Masaryk", he emphisized, He denied "Nazism" or "Hitlerism" to 
be 4 doctrine "suitable for cxportntion", he rejected anti-Semitisn. 


(b) 1957: For complete Autonomy of Sudcton Germans but stil] within 


the fremeyork of the Csochoslovak Republice 
In 1937 HENLZIN struck . somewhat shriller note than before 
demanding, without defining “ccmplete Sudcten autonomy". The "Sudeten- 
deutsche Partci" lnid draft proposals before Parlinment amounting to 


Lee 


little short of crerting 1 state within a state. The whole document, 


though moderately worded, wis already based on totalitarian principles. 
(c) 1938: For Nazis anda for Incorporation of the Sudeten Areas into 
, a Se - LT 
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Openly jubilaten. ‘Nearly all Gorman “activist partics’ were now 
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stampeded Henlcin camp lenving the Pight against the "Sudeten- 
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deutsche Partei” on fo the German Social Democrats ang Communists. 


weiesl 


The terrorian oj ic Henleinists inorenrsed, 
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Open with his 
set forth in his speech mde to the Party Congress 
in Karlow Ys ne ‘y line of E Gol : heard t so much Herr 
Karlsbad Programe 
anong others the risht the Sude 
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philoso; 
Visite 
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the Czechoslovak Republic, 


- well prepared 


the Henleinists by vast propaganda, opened terrorism, unscrupulous 


using of noney, bribery of clectors etce, — showed 80-90% of votes 


50 almost the whole German population stood behind 
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he Czech Government continuea to negotiate with HENLEIN 


LY AS OT, , 
but on September 144 


Nurerberg, speech against "this Bo es" And accuscd him of "torturing" 
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(4) "Sudctondeutsche Partei" changed into a Nagi Party. 

aftcr Munich the "Sudetendeutsche Partci", in the areas ceded 
to Germany, entered as a whole into the Reich's Nazi Party. In the 
not yct occupied parts of the Republic,the "Sudctendeutsche Parteci" 
constituted itsclf as "Nationalsozialistische dcutsche Arbtiter-Partci 
in der Tschechoslovakei" (German Nazi Party in Czéchoslovakia). 

Aftor the total occupation (March 15th, 1939) of Bohenia and 
Moravia this party. too becane part of the Reich Nazi Party. (About 
their activity after lunich see Section 7.) 


. . ore. ed n . 
(ce) HENLE D) s Admisnion. 
pa utes 
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In a speech made on March 4th, 1941, in Vicnna, published 


in official Nazi papers, HENLUIN stated: "In order to protect ourselves 


against Czech interference, we were compelled to lie and to deny our 

allegiance to the National Socialist cause. We should have preferred 
advocating National Socialism openly. However, it is doubtful whether 
in doing so, we would have been able to perform the task of destroying 


Czechoslovakia." 


(6) System and Methods of Nazi Pre-War Infiltration. 
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(a) Seeds of Discord. 

The Nazi Party 's study and research groups had long been 
instructed not only to cstablish close co-operation with the German 
minority in the Czechoslovak Republic, but also to win over adherenty 
from the Slovak autonomist opposition. Long before the Austrian 
Anschluss in March 1936, Nazi circles were not only in close 
contact with Slovak traitors living in exile (most of whon were 
directly employed by the Hungarian irredentists), but also tricd 
to establish contacts in the organisational michinery of Hlinka ‘s 
Slovak Peoples * Party (the Slovak Catholic Peoples Party of the 
late Monsignor Andrew HLINKA). When the traitor Béla TUXA (later 
to become Prime Minister of "independent" Slovakia) was tried for 


Gspionage and treason in 1929, the evidence established the Nazi 


comncetion with him. 
The Nazi Party had paid agents among the higher staff of 


the Hlinka Party. Their task was to render impossible any understanding 
between the Slovak autonomists and the slovak partics in the Govern- 
ment at Prasuc. 

K.H. FRANK, interrogated by Col.Dr. B, Eéer on May 30th, 1945, - 
at Wiesbaden, confirmed the close co-operation between the "Sudetendcutsche 
Partci" (Sudeten German Party, headed by Konrad HENLEIN; details see 
Sections 4 and 5) with the Slovakian People’s Party. 

(b) Espionage. 

Military espionage was conducted by membors of the German 
minority on behalf of Germany. The Republic had to amend in 1936 the 
"Act for Protection of the Republic" of 1923 to cope with the wide- 
spread treason activity of the Henlcinists and of the Reich Germans 
from beyond the fronticr. 

Plans of Henleinists discovered by the police showed that 
the Henlcin Nazis had, in every district, compiled lists of all German 
democrats, socialists and communists as well as of Czechs of all partics, 
and were planning to round up and arrest them on the anticipated 
arrival of the Reichswehr,. 

(c) Murder, farvoxd ani anti-semitism. 

The Nazis from the Reich sent directly to Czechoslovakia their 
terrorists and murderers; thus the anti-Nazis, Professor Theodor Lessing 
and Ing. Formis who escaped after 1933 from Germany and were given 
refuse in Czechoslovakia, were murdered in Czechoslovakia by Nazi agents, 

Lessing in 1933 and Formis in 19355. The Nazis from the Reich sent 

their Gestapo into the border districts to drag Czacchoslovak citizens 

across the border to Germany. They also sent money and arms to the 

Henleinists who time and again provoked incidents in order just to 

keep permanent unrest. They attacked gendarmes, customs officers and 


other State officials who time and ajain suffered casualtics. The 


Henlecinists terrorised the non-Henlein population and in several cases 


nurdexad palitical foes. 
Anti-semitic propaganda was carricd through in the Henlein 


press and boycott sect in against Jewish lawyers, doctors, tradesmen, 


shops ete. 


(a) Propayanda, 


Disruptive propaganda came from Germany especially through the 
German broadcasts. Dr. GOLBBHLS launched "The-Nest-of-Bolshevism" 


campaign against Czechoslovakia and the lic of "Russian-troops-and-air- 


planes-in-Praguc" cte. The Nazis from the Reich directed the whisper- 


ing propaganda of the Henloinists thus maintaining a permanent state of 
hizh tension in the war of nerves. 

The Henleinists spread more or less openly the Nazi ideology 
among the German population throuyh their press and publications and 
smuggled illegal Nazi’ literature into the border regions fron Germany. 
(c) Headquarters in Germany. 

The Nazis entertained in Stuttgart the "Ausland-Organisation 
der NSDAP" for German propaganda in other countries in co-operation with 
the German population of those countricse This organisation was headed 
by Gauleiter BOHLE, who had the task of administcring the'Gau Ausland" 
(district: foreign countries). A comprehensive system with scientific 
. methods of penetration was worked out. In Czechoslovakia the tool 
of German infiltration through Fifth Columns was the "Sudetendeut sche 
Partei" (see Sections 4 and 5). 

(f) Nazification of German Institutions in the Czechoslovak Republic. 

The Henleinists penetrated systematically step by step into 
the whole life of the German population of Czechoslovakia, 

All institutions underwent gradually "Gleichschaltung" i.c. 
the prevailing domination of nll Assceiations, social and cultural 
centres ctc., by the Henleinists. Sport socictics, football, light 
athletics, rowinj: clubs ctc., were 'bonquercd" just as sssociations of 
ex-service men, chornl societics or associnitions for dict reform. 


Nearly all thenties in German pirts of Czechoslovakia were 


“conquered” by the Nazis, and o11 German orchestras as well. 

It goes without saying that the Henleinists were greatly 
interested in penetrating into as many ccononic institutions as 
possible and to bring over to their side the directors of banks, 
the owners or directors of factories, commercial firms etc. In 
cases of Jewish owners or directors they tried to secure the co-operation 
of possibly the whole clerical and technical staff of the respective 
institutions. 

(g) Orders Pras Berlin, 

The Henicinists entertoined permanent contact with their 
German masters. 

Attendance of Sudeten Germans at Reich German celebrations, 
Sacngerfeste (Choral Festivals), Gymnastic Shows and Assemblics, 


the Leipzig Fair etc., were often the pretext for organised meetings 


to instruct the native lifth Columnists and to inspire their activity. 


Whenever HITLER, in his War of Nerves against Czechoslovakia, 
needed incidents, the Henlcinists supplied them promptly. 

As one instance of many we quote Sir Nevile HENDERSON who 
reports in his book "Failure of a Mission", London, April 1940, the 
mecting of CHAMBERLAIN and HITLER in Berchtesgaden on September 15th, 
1938: 

" esethere was a constant influx of Geman Press telegrams 

about incidents in the Sudeten landse Onc, I remember, 

reported that forty Germans had been killed in a clash some- 

where with Czcch gendarmes. A British observer, of whom there 
were already a number in Cacchoslovakin, and who wis immediately 
sent to verify the facts of the case, subsequently ascertained 
that there had, in fact, been one death." 

Henderson adds that it was a typical example of the method 


o 


of cxagecration and actual falsificatim of news. 


(7) Intensificd Activity of the Henlein Nazis 


after Munich. 


After Munich HENLZIN’s deputy KUND? became the leader of 
the German minority still left inside the mutilated Republic and 
created unscrupulously as many artificinl "focal points of German 
culture" as possible. Germans from the districts handed over to 
Germany were ordered from Berlin to continue their studies at the 
German University in Prague, and to make it a centre of aggressive 
Nazism. The post-luinich government had to allow the German minority 
in Prague and other Czech parts of the country "to develop freely in 
confcrmity with the Nazi theories and not to prohibit its political 
activity". 


It gocs without saying that that "political activity" pursued 
& S, be 


’ . . 
only the aim to undermine and to weaken the Czechs resistance against 


the commands from Germany. 


The Henleinists co-oparated with the Gestapo from the Reich 


infiltrating into the Republic. 

The press was, via facti, subjected to censorship exercised 
by Germans. 

German civil servants who, before Minich, had become members 
of the SDP, attained dominating influcnee in their positions and 


Assisted the Nazi infiltration ints slovak public and private 


ins 
Conclusion. 


scparation of "Sudotengebict" wis the death blow for the 
of Czechosloyakia The frontiers imposed on 


of Munich and. Vienna cut her railway lines at 


ssible any of the 
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scribed above, 


had their bir part in nssisting HITLAR to achieve his ain. 

As HANLSIN put it (sce Section 5, (ec) ): "We should have 
preferred advocating National Soeialism openly. However, it is 
doubtful whether in doing so we would have been able to perform 
the task of destroying Czechoslovakia," 


RR Site 


tice Jackson to 


Minister Plonipotontiary, 
Czechoslovak Representative on the 
United Nations War Crines Comission, London, September 10th, 1945. 
ECHOSLOVAK REPORT «| PART II. 


(ad para.2, page 3 of the letter of Just 


, lig 


Jackson to Lord Wright of Sth July, 194! 


Deception applied by the Germans as normal 
diploma tic method. 


The leaders of Nazi Germany were determined to achicve their aim 


i.c. enslavement of foreign countries, domination of Hurope and through 


it the domination of the world by all mearis from diplomatic swindle and 


ral 


biackmail-to the armed invasion. Thus the Nazi leaders gave solem 


assurances of their peaceful and fricndly intentions in general, and towards 


countries they intended to invade in particular, with the purpose to violate 


every international obligation. HITLER stated: "I am willing to sign 


anything. Why should one not facilitate matters for 


oneself by signing pacts, if the s believe that something is thereby 


accomplished 7? I shall make any eaty I require. It will never prevent 
+ + y os 
me from doing, at any time, what I regard as necessary for Germany s 
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interest."(Rauschning: "Hitler Speak: 


RIBBUNTROP when interrogated by Col. Dr. B. OBR, Czechoslovak 


Representative on the United Nations War Crimes Commission and Chisf of 


the Czechoslovak War Crimes Investigating Mission attached to War Crimes 


Branch, USFST, on July 22, 1945 in Mondorff, stressed peaceful intentions 
of HI the spiere of forcip r precise 


ame to the conviction 


OPEI FILE, 
iter, in such cases prevented 


interrogating 


r for Germany" was always invinted 


Srey wera! «2 ° ‘ a ae 
wnen Hillhnhk antena ro inyade LCKTIOW Lt 


various international obliga 


poaceful intentions and will rispect her international obligations were 
nothing but frauds to deccive the world and to prepare the way for the 
aggression. Numerous quotations can be given in order to prove that the 


. 


leaders of Nazi Germany systematically pursuod this policy of fraud. 
FL. SCHULNANN in his book "Hitler and the Nazi Dictatorships", page 8, 
rightly stated: "In the Reich deception is : spplicd science as a fine 
art," 


. * 
Germany 


/ . . > ~ . * 
(a) The pretexts: Czechoslovakia was strategically and politically 
& groat obstacle for the Germans on their way to the dominetion of Europe 
. - = seine? : > ‘ ~ : 
and the -yorld. BISIWROK s well-knoym statement: "ho dominates Bohemia 


dominates Europe", was the maxim of MITLAY s ac Against Czechoslovakia. 
z 3 


of the so-called Sudceten Germans was nothing but a pretext. 

WER decided to dominate Zurope, he decidcd at the same time that 
he must conquer Czcchoslovakia. ‘Without the conguest of Czechoslovakian 
the conquest of Europe would be impossible, used for this purpasc 
pretexts: 


AeA.) The so-oalled question of Sudeten Germans. 


b.b.) The lic that Czechoslovakia is "Aufmarschzebict” (territory for the 


amy to start military actions) sovict Union. 
The former fF 
statement when intorrogated 


Mondorff. 


integrity of Czechoslovakia. Neville HUNDIRSON, former Ambassador of 
in Berlin/ 

Great Britain, states on page 128 of his book "Failure of a Mission": 

"¥et at the moment of the-march into Austria the German Government had 

been profuse in its frir pranises to the Czechs. Any move on the part 

of the latter might gravely have covinromised the success of the Austrian 

' 


’ smo “sant” Fi < * r 
COUDe fUoND RESON s statement was confirmed by KEITEL 


when interrogated on August 4, 1945 by Col. Dr, B. ECER. The interrogating 
officur askcd AEITOL: “\Was anger of Cacchoslovak mobilisation 
discussed about the tine of the march of the German troops into Austria ?" 
KEITEL anscred: "I drew the attention of the Fuchrer to the fact that 
when Czechoslovakia would mobiligc, we wers not prepared against it and 
we could not occupy Austria," 

In order to prevent any Czechoslovak mobilisation the Czech Govern- 
ment was given assurances of poiceful intentions of Germany tovards 


Czechoslovakia. I quote again HONIGRSON ~ p.128: “The Czcch Minister was 


2 . 4 ~ . 
accordingly given positive assurances of Germany s benevolence towards his 


country. GCLRING repeated these issurances to me and I was authorised 

to convey them to His Majc ys Government." The assurances were given 

to the Czech Minister in Berlin by NEURATH and GOERING, by the latter on 
behalf of HITLER, NEURATH « faliy told the Czcch Minister that Germany 


4 


will respect the Cacchoslovyak-Serman Arbitration Treaty concluded at 
Locarno on Octobér 15, 1925. Article 1 of this Treaty reads as follows: 
"All conflicts of any nature whatsoever between Czechoslovakia and Germany 
ich the partics would disagree about a legal claim and which could 
in a friendly manner by usunl diplomatic procedure will 
ling cither to the Court of Arbitration or to the 


mil Justicé, regulated as below. It is 


especially those 


the Czechoslovak Gove®rment and the Gorman Government would disagree and 

which they could not settle in a friendly manner by usual diplomatic procedure 
and whose settlement could not be achieved by findings os prescribed in 
Articie 1 of this Treaty and for which a spcoial kind of solution is not 
prescrited already by other agrcements valid between the parties will be 
submitted to the Formanent Commission of Arbitration which will be entrusted 
to suggest to the partics acceptable solutions and to report in cvery single 
case." 

Having achieved his sim in March 1938 HITLER decided 
to take 4 further step: to prepare an armed aggression against Czechoslo- 
vakia. He admitted this in his speech held in the Reichstag on January 30, 
1939, In this speech he referred to the usual lie that the German 
minority was oppressed in Czechoslovakia and stated: "In view of this in- 
tolerable provocation which was further intensified by a truly infamous 
persecution and terrorism of our fellow countrymen living in those terri- 


tories I am, therefore, resolyed to solve once and for all, and this 


time radically, this Sudeten German question. On May 28 I ordered: 


aea,) That preparations should be made for military action Against this 
state by October 2. 

beb,) That the construction of our western defenog should be greatly 
expanded dnd specded up." 


Col. Dr. B, ECER interrogated KRITEL on August 4, 1945 about this 
pont KEITEL stated: "I consider as possible that appropriate instructions 
were given, although I do not know anything about it because as far as 
I can recollect the appropriate preparatory mncasures were taken later on 
in the summer, but I think that HITLER “s statements were correct." 


So one month after the soltrim pledge to respect the independence and 


territorial integrity of Caechoslovakia and the Czechoslovak-German 


prevent Czechoslovak mobilisation at the time of the Austrian 
orisis) already decided to pec nilitary action in violation of his 
and in violation of the 
a Octobe 


ertluous to 


Munich 1 


) Yielding to joint Anglo-French pressure the Czechoslovak Govern- 
ment accepted the French and British proposals to cede without 
plebiscite and without the consent of parliament Czechoslovak 

— Soeman 
areas with more than 50%/najority. 
The Czechoslovak Government in their answer expressly statcd that 


they accepted the proposals “assuming that both Govermnents would 


do everything in order to safeguard the vital interest of the 


Czechoslovak State" and under the condition that a general guarantee 


would be given to the remainder of Ozechoslovakia against unprovoked 
aggression. This guarantee was also promiscd by HITLER and 
MUSSOLINI. 
Minister MASARYX, in his letter dated 25th September 1938, to 
Lord HALIFAX pointed out that Czechoslovakia accepted the British-French 
proposals under extreme duress and "because it followed from the Anglo-French 
prossure that these powers would accept the responsibility for the 
reduced Czechoslovak frontiers and would guarantee their support in the 
event of Czechoslovakia being feloniously attacked". MASARYK already 


forsaw what HITLER s next step would be. 


CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT -+- PART I, 


(ad para. 2, page 3 of the letter of Justice Jackson to 
Lora Viight of 5th July, 1945) 


October 1-1Oth, 1938. 
Morsh 15th, 1939. 
The fate of the Czech People as prepared by 
the Germans, 


Col, Dr. B, BCER, 
iinister Plenipotentiary, 
Cucchoslovak Representative on the 
United Nations War Crimes Conmission,. 
London, September 10th, 1945. 
CZECHOSLOVAK REPORT 
PART Tit. 


(ad para.3, page 3 of the lctter of Justice 
Jackson to Lord Wright of 5th July, 1945.) 


The Invasion of Czechoslovakia, 


Ls October 1-10, 1938, The Munich "Agreement" extorted fran the 
Western Powers and Czechoslovakia by blackmail, was described by KEITEL, 
when interrogated by Col.Dr. B, BOER, Czechoslovak Representative on 
the United Nations War Crimes Commission and Chicf of the Czechoslovak 
War Crimes Investigating Mission attached to War Crimes Branch, USFET, 
on August 4, 1945, at Mondorff, as an agreement, the purpose of which was 
to exclude the Sovict Union from the European affairs and to liquidate 
Czechoslovakia as "Aufmarschgebict" for the Sovict Union. It is not 
necessary to prove the illegality and nullity fron the very beginning 

of this so-called “agreement” fron the standpoint of international law, 
For the purpose of this report only two facts should be stressed: 

(a) That the pledge of guarantce was never fulfilled by Germany. 

(b) That even the "agreement" itself was violated by Germany, who 
occupicd since October lst up to October lOth, 1948, in flagrant 
violation of it, areas with great Czcch majoritics purely from 
a stretegic point of view, and later on (March 15, 1939) the 
whole of Bohemia and Moravia. 

The occupation was carried cut apparently on the basis of the Munich 
"agreement", but was also carried out in violation of the same "agreement". 
An interesting document was handed over to sane members of the British 
Parliament on October 31, 1958. It was a memorandum dated London, Hotel 


Mount Royal, 3lst October 1958 and signed by Dr. Bohuslav ECER, at that 


x/ ; S ae. : 
time Vice Wayor of Brno. He together with the actual Chargé d Affaires 


sf 5 
of Czechoslovakia in London, Dr, Jaroslav CISAR, were sent by the town 


council of Brno to London in orier to explain to British responsible 


political circles that the Germans had already violated the Munich "Agrec- 


ment" in October 1938 by occupying aroas with great Czeck majorities in 
contradistinction to the Munich "Arrecenent" that only areas with a German 
majority of over 50% should be occupied. It is not surprising that it 

was the council of the great towm of Brno, capital of Moravia, thus a local 
government, who sent this small delegation to Great Britain, because the 
central goverment in Prague was already under the influence of the German 
aggressors, This memorandum was accompanicd by a set of maps and statistics 
concerning the Munich "Agreement" and the methods and effects of its 
application. It was proved by the memorandum and the annexed maps and 
diagrams that almost the entire Czech areas were occupied by Germany in 
violation of the Munich “Agreement", It was proved in the memorandum that 
not only the ethnological principle laid dovm as a basis of the Munich 
"Agreement" was violated, but also the principle of the cconomic viability 
of the Czechosicvak Republic which was assumed by the Munich "Agreement". 
The Czechoslovak Republic was occupied on the basis of a strategical 
consideration as territory needed for the future German aggression and thus 
to be conqucred entirely, therefore, communications between the various 
regions of the Czechoslovak Republic were rendered useless, and food 
supplies for the towms scriously curtailed, the only purpose of the occupation 
being to make Czcchoslovakia ripe for total occupation. The memorandum 
asks for the rectification of the frontiers according to the cthnological 
principle and for cconomic help promised by the powers in Munich and 
concludes:= "The Cecchoslovak Republic, econanically secured by financial 
assistance, supported by its natural wealth and its progressive and hard- 
working population, 

preserving its neutrality and independence, will be a valuable factor in 
that task of consolidation and pacification which the Western Powers are 
endeavouring to achieve, and for which ‘they claim the Munich "Agreement" 
+o be the starting-point. If this process is not rendered possible by 


an equitable rectification of the frontiers and adequate economic assistance 


put the veginning of new ores which will culminate in a disaster, not limited 


The purpose of my letter and the material 
accompanying it is to draw your attention to the importance of the present 
v2zechoslovak problem in all its bearings and in relation to the future 
of Europe as a whole," 

Further events have proved how tragically the conclusion of the 
memorandum was justified. 

2. March 15, 1939. On September 26, 1958 three days before the 
conclusion of the so-called Munich "Agreement", MITLON stated in a speech 

in the Berlin Sportpalast: "And now before us stands the last problem 

that must be solved and will be solved, It is the last territorial claim 

I have to make in Burope. I have as: ‘d Chauberlain that at the moment 
when Czechoslovakia soives her problems with her own minorities peaceably, 

I have no further interests in the Czechoslovak State and that is guaranteed 
to Chamberlain essrsessen” 

In violation of this solemn pledge and of the ilunich "Agreement" 
HITLER occupied on March 15, 1939 Bohemia and Moravia. He conquered a 
territory witich was neccessary for him in order to prepare further aggressions 
and to complete his preparations for ‘Jorld Var IT. 

It is unnecessary to deal with the so-called "agreement" concluded 
between HITLER and the late president of the Czechoslovak Republic, Dr. 
Tnil HACHA in Berlin on the night 1/15 March , 1939. Before this 
so-called "agrcement" was concluded the German troops had already 
penetrated into Czechoslovak territory in the afternoon of larch 14. 

There is no question about the invalidity of this so-called "agreement", 


fra ‘ 
in fact there were no negotiations and no agreement, HaciA and his 


ome ; enue ‘ ‘ 2 
forcipn minister Dr. CHVALKOVSKY were simply ordered to sign 2 slip of 


paper already prepared by HITLAR. We refer to the French Yellow Book 


on this point published in February 1940. Both Great Britain and Prance 


refused expressly to recognize the occupation of thc remainder of 


1 


Szechoslovavia. The French Goverment stated explicitly throug 


244i 


+ 
n 


their Ambassador in Berlin: 
"The government of tnhe/ Republic con 
n result of the action undertaken by th 
confronted with a fl: 


" 


‘ : _ a Ve 74 T 
"Agreement" signed in Munich 


Government in © similar communication to the German Government by the 
British Anbassador, Sir Neville WANDURSON, observed that they "cannot 


but regard thou evente of the last Pow days as 9 complete repudiation of 


the Munich "Agreement" and a denial of the spirit in which the negotiations 


of that "Agreement" bound themselves to co-operate for a peaceful settlement" 


be The fate of the Czech people as prepared by the Germans. 
The immediate purpose of the occupation was obvious: to conquer 
. :¥ Hitler, . 
a territory which was necessary for / in order to prepare further 
aggressions and to complete his preparations ror World War II, KEITEL 


admitted it in his already quoted statement. The final purpose was the 


enslavement of the Czechoslovak people. HITLER stated in Swmer 1932, 


: ‘ A - . ay 
at a meeting of Nazi high functionaries in the presence of DARRL, 


RAUSCHNING and others: "Bohemia-Moravian Basin will be colonised with 
German peasants. The Czechs and the Bohemians we shall transplant 
to Siberia or the Volhynian regions. They must go out of Central 
Europe." (Rauschning: "Hitler Speaks", p.46). This criminal plan 
was admitted by Karl Herrmann FRANK, the Secretary of State to the 
Reichsprotektor in Prague since March 17, 1939, and Minister of State 
in Prague since 1943, knowm to the world as the "butcher of Lidice", 
Interrogated by Col, Dr. B, EGER about this point on May 29,1945, at 
Wiesbaden, FRANK stated: "The plan of the evacuation of the Cacch 
people to the East as mentioned above and discussed in party circles 
coincides roughly with the quoted passage." (i.c. passage fran HITLERS 
declaration quoted abave,) 

"T do not know of course that this utterance originates from 
HITLER, also I do not know in which party circles this plan was dis- 
cussed, but I remember cxactly that I had worked out a momoranduy in 
reply to these plans and sent it to the Ruchrer s Headquarters in which 
I strongly objectcd to such plans. I considered tnis plan as nonsense, 
as in my opinion the vacua created by this plan would severely disturb 
the life functions of Bohemin and Moravia for various reasons of - 
geo-political transport and industrial and other nature, and an immediate 


vacuum with the new Goran settlers was impossible, 


After the alleged plan of HITLER had been read to me I reealied exactly 
the sontents of my oppositional opinion expressed in the memorandums 


én cither in late 1949 or carly 194.0 2nd sent to 


gated by Col. Dr. B. ECER on July 22, 1945 


in hiondorff was asked, anong other things, about two points: 
(a) Jbout a talk between him and Neville HENDERSON 21st May, 1938. 
ated about this talk on page 136 of’ his book - "Failure 
Mission", "He (i.¢. RIBBENTROP) thereupon turned in wrath to 
cental murder of tivo Germans near Eger, and used, as regards 
ths Czechs, the most reprehensible bloodthirsty language. They would, 
assured mc, be exterminated, women and children and all, When I 
that while the desth of two Germans was greatly to be 
sxuld die rather than hundreds 


Was that evory German was ready 


country.” 
interrogated about this point admitted that the incident 
discussed, and continued: "If it was stated that I 
Czech people, men, women and children would 
untrue. I enll it 
foanisus liar. HENDERSON 
Germany with the Western 
f ERurope 


an honest man. He 


book is vittluable 


your opinion 


15 & Violation 


HITLER told me by telephone that CHAMBERLAIN had sent him the next day 
a paper containing, as far as I remember, two points 

(a) The confirmation of the German-English Naval Agreenent, 

(>) The declaration that Ger ny will have no further territorial 

clains in Eurore. | 

Adolf HITLER signed it. 

After the occupation of Czechoslovakia I was worried about the reaction 
in England and I told the Muehrer that it seems to me that the occupation is 
in contra-distinction with the above-mentioned pledge given to CHAMBERLAIN. 
The Puehrer explained to me in detail why he was obliged to take this step." 

We add in conclusion a Age > Neville HENDERSON ‘s above-mentioned 
book. He is in this respect a witness He worked for the appeasement of 
Germany, he had many friends anong the German Nazis, he was without any 
prejudice against the Nazis and yet he came, as far as the occupation of 
Czechoslovakia wis concerned, to the following conclusions: (page 209-210) 
"By the occupation of Prague, HITLER put himself once for all morally and 
unquestionably in the wrong, and destroyed the entire arguable validity of 
the German case as regards the Treaty of Versnilles. After Praguc, Nazism 


ceased to be national and racinl, and becane purely dynamic and felonious. 


By his callous destruction of the hard and newly won liberty of a free 


and independent people, HITLER deliberately violated the Munich Agreement, 


which he had signed not quite six months before, and his undertaking to 


CHAXBERLAIN, once the Sudetenlands had be incorporated in the Reich, 


respect the independence and integrity of the Czech people. Thereafter 


HITLER ‘s word coulda never more be trusted, nor could the riost pacifically 


P os a eG 
minded Jisregard the 


ripe of Prague was 4 repetition in another form 


of Belgium 1914, and it is no cxageeration to say that in 1959 also the war 


Qs been cnused by deliborate tearing up by Germany of a scrap of paper. 
ts. Decn caus DY : J ~ 


“ 


Up till that March, as ip report, the German ship of 


had flovm the German national flng. On those Ides of March its captain 


defiantly hoisi Appeared under 
his truc ace and liberty." 


‘oravia constitutes 


have 


Ly 


pt. iil. 


afforded NITLER and RIB ENTROP a facile triumph, it would be sad not to 


belicve that in the end it will prove a costly Crroreseess 


Government will doubtless consider what attitude to adopt towards a Govern- 


ment which has shown itself incapable of observing an agreement not six 


y on page 295: "He may still be 9 genius, but by his cynical 
destruction of Czech independence, and by his unprovoked attack on the 
Poles, he has branded himself in the cyes of the world as that most dangerous 


of all menaces to humanity, a criminal onc." 


(Ehelorure to Part III. of zechoslovak Report of September LO, 1945, 


QO 24.6 MOUNT ROYAL, 
Marble Arch, Wele 


CONFITENTTAT. 31st October, 1938, 
Dear Sir, 

I beg to send you herewith a small set of maps and statistics 
concerning the Minich Agreement of September 29th and the method 
and effects of its application. You will notice that the English 
wording of the explanation on the first sheet is not quite accurate, 
but this defect was caused by lack of time for proper revision, and 
does not in any way invalidate the material itself, which was prepared 
by the Statistical Department of the Brno Municipal Council in accordance 
with the principles of strict scientific accuracy. Most of the material 
is coneerned with the province of Moravia-Silesia because the territorial 
changes produced there as a result of the German occupation indicate 
in a very striking manner the discrepancy between the occupation and 
its results on one hand, and the Munich Agreement on the other, and 
therefore show with particular clearness the necessity for Measures of 
revision and economic adjustment. 

Here I should like to take the opportunity of making a few comments 
on this material. 

(1) The aim of the material is to show that the Munich Agreement 
was infringed by the decision of the International Camnission in Berlin 
and by the occupation resulting fran this decision, and that it is 


therefore the duty of the Partics to the Agreement to rectify this in- 


justice and to secure validity for the Agreement, for the fulfilment of 


which the Powers by their sigmature accepted responsibility, not only 
of a political and a moral, but preeminently of a juridical character. 
Agreement first and foremost guaranteed cthno- 


rraphical frontiers to the Czechoslovak Republic by the stipulation 


preponderantly German territory was to be ceded to Germany 


encl.to pt.Iil. 


imores 


ter 


Policka 


on one 


sub ject 


(3) It weuld be wrong to take as a basis of the occupation the 
results of the 1510 census, partly because the nationality conditions 
have charred in the COUrss f 25 years as a result of the national 
movement of population, partly also because the 1910 census did not 
establish nationality (as aid the census carricd out in Czechoslovakia 
in 1920 and 1930), but recordcd only the "Umgangssprache" i.c. the 
language comuonly used by each individual, 

As a result of this criterion the figures relating to the Gemnans 
included also the Jews, of whon there was a considerable percentage 
especially in the towns, and nearly all of whom registered Germen as 
their languaye in common usc. The German Government, however, has excluded 
the Jews from the German racial community, and the German character of 
the occupied arcas cannot therefore be gauged by including the Jewish 
sopulnatiion omoeng the Germans. As a result of this criterion, too, the 
figures relating to Germans included a very large number of Czcohs who 
were therefore compelled to use the German language in their dealings with 
them. 

For these reasons therefore the only reliable basis for the purpose 
at issuc is the census according to nationality which vas carricd out 
in 1921 and 1930. 

It may here be pointed sut,however, that the German occupation 


. 


included a nunber of districts and compunes which were preponderantly 


Czech even according to the 1910 figures. Thus for exarnple (Table 3): 


Hodonin 87.095 Czechs 
7 f< sia t 
Biloveec 672i : 


m4 Or ft c " 
Hlucin 20.5155 


The new fronticrs thus infringe the Munich Agreement in an ethno- 


ry 


graphical respect, and actually go beyond the danands of the Godesberg 


Memorandum which Mr. Chamberlain deelered to be unacceptable. A can- 


the Godesbers Line of’ d@marcation with the present one 


parison 
at Berlin shows that the “unacceptable” Godesberg Memorandum 


did not include, for example, cy Krumlov and Koprivnice ain the 


arena for Gernan occupations 
for othnographical reasons alone 


(4.) Henee, for 


encl.to 


nich, I assum@, were provisionally established, is fully 
justificd by the terms of the MM n Agreement, the si 


which arc juridieally entitled to carr: this reetification and, nore- 


are in a position to 


(5) The new frontiers, however, do not infringe merely the 


ethnographical is expressly mentioned in the Munich 


Agreement, but they run counter also to the principle of the econanic 


viability of the Czechoslovak Republic which is assumed and respected 


ie] 


by the Munich agreement. It should here be pointed out that the Repre- 


sentatives of the Great Powers, especially of Grent Britain Trance, 


mo put their sigre tures to the Amcement, ents enphasizing 


Wt 2 
the fact that the Agreement not only settled the minority question, but 


elso protected the Cacchoslovak Republic which, within its new frontiers 


guaranteed by troubled 


disturbing cffects of the minority problem, but would be ab 


A= +4 
v 


and develop under more fayoursmble conditions than before. 


In spite of this assurance, of the Czecho- 


slovak Republic hag been seriously nson for this is 


- 


camunes were occupicd only for 


that the preponderantly Czech 


sone cases, actually 


motives of military and econay: 


to serve 


wis extended Brocalay because 


it ortant rail- 


junction, to todslavice, because it 


. % . *,; " . 
station, to Stramberk because it contain: large cement works, 


ivnice because it contains works and 


shortarces can be made good. 


There are two economic effects of the new frontiers which are 
"so outragcous as to call for special mention: The Gerrans have 
occupied the electrical power station of the Municipality of Prague 
at Ervénice, and the reservoir at Brezova which supplics Brno with its 
water. The Munich Agreenent took into account the possibility of such 
effects as these which inflict serious dmmage upon the cconanic life 
of the State, and allowed for deviations from the ethnographical fronticr 
where such a course was urgent from an cconomic point of view, Accordingly, 
Tor cconamic reasons also the de@sand for frontier rectification is 
entirely justified by the Munich Agreenent, partly because this economic 
reason is, in the great majority of cases, identical with the cthnographical 


reason and partly also because even where the two reasons are not identical, 
(as in the cage of the Frague clectrical power-station and the Brno re- 
servoir) the Munich Agreement expressly permits such rectification. 

The ecconanic self-sufficitney of the Czechoslovak Republic is not, 
however, merely a question of frontier rectification but is also, and per- 


hars mainly, a question of financial assistance in the form of a Loan. 


As you are aymre, the Czechoslovak Government has already applied to 


with a ready response which shows a thorough understanding of the needs 
of the situntion. In thie connection let me assure you that the Ozecho- 
slovak nation is accustomed to disciplined labour, and in the face of 
its present hardships will not hesitate to work to an even greater ex- 
tent than hitherto for the puroose of mintnaining the economic existence 
of its country. It will continue and will, indeed, even increase its 
output in agriculture and industry, it will construct commnications 
and factorics ¢ will crente new econoriec resources. Vor thie pur- 


4 


pose it fines not need any. lng, for it has never ree ived any throughout 


ite uxietunee. ‘Whatever it has borrowed, it hag always duly paid back. 

| ri copay with interest also the loan shich Great Britain is about 
40 vprant it. The benefits Prom this Loan will not be Limited to Czecho- 
slovaxin, but will be shared by t hole of Burope, and these benefits 
will be both of an economie and 4 political character. "} ttrality 


encl.eto pt.IIt, 


. 


of the Czechoslovak Republic will be ensured by its economic strength, 
and it will thus be issintainad as a very yiluable clement of consolidation 
in the unstable area of Central and South Eastern Europe. 


The Czechoslovak Republic, econanically sccured by financial 


Assistance, supported by its natural wealth and its progressive and 


ee 
hard-working population, loyally co-operating with all its ncighbours 


but preserving its neutrality and independence, will be a valuable factor 
I & 3 
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in that task of consolidation and pacification which the ‘/estern Fovers 


are endeavouring to aim the Munich Agreement 


ed passible by 


an cquitable rectification of ‘yontiers and adcguate sconomic assistance 


An 


Will not have been the end of 


. 


to the Czechoslovak Republic, %uni 
x nov ones which will culminate in a 


difficulties, but the berinning | 


disaster, 


mterial accompanying it is to 


The pur 
draw your attention to the importance of the present Czechoslovak problem 


in all its bearings and in relation to the future of Burope as a whole. 
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(ad para. &, page 3 of the letter uf Justice Jackson 
to Lord Wright of 5th July, 1945) 


T, DESTRUCTION OF CZECH DENOORATIC INSTITUTIONS, 
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1. Abolition of Autonomy. 

The Agreement of Munich, an ceonomic and strategic deathblow 
to the Republic, meant politically its submission under the will 
and intentions of Germany. (sce Par 

dd the Czechoslovak Government to bring Czecho- 
slovakia ’s farcign and hame policy into line with the policy of 
Nazi Germany. Step by step the prerogatives of an independent State 
were nbolished, and the Republic was in fact governed by directives, 
requests and even commands from Berlin, although there was still in 


Prague an apparcntly independent Czechoslovak State machinery 


(President, Government, Parliamont). 


eee 


b) The "Protk ot orate. 


The very title of "Protectornte" imposed on Bohemin and 


Morivin was a constitutional offenec; on one af the oldest and 
politically, cconamically and culturslly mtured nations a status 
was imposed which is normally reserved by Furopenn colonial Great 


Powers for backward native nations in African who are unable to 


administer themselves independently. 


The "Fuechrercrlass" (Decree of the Fuchrer and Reich 


Chancellor on the Establishment af the Protectorate "Bohomia sand 


‘ it a Py - F | ce she n \ 4 
Voravia") of March loth 59, RGB p.485 (Annex 1) the 


fundamental Act cf the "Protectorate’, proclaimed 


autonomy 
y 


(bb) In the other arens of the 


The influence of undemocratic cloments increased and various 
restrictions and prohibitions cut democratic rights and libertics. 
The press ces. was, via facti, subjected to German censorship, though 
not yet exercised openly. 

(b) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1939. 

Protection of family rights and honour, of individual life 
and personal frecdai, of rights of property wis abolished. «a terror- 
istic régime of Gestapo wa sect up. (Detrvils see Section V.) 


(3) Suppression of the Free Prosss 
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(aa) In the nreas coded to Germanys 
In the ceded arenas, with 2 stroke, ,the total suppression of 
the free press and its complete Nazification took place. 
(bb). In the Other Arcas of the Roput 
; The Czech press, although apparently still frec, was actually 
put under the control of Germain censorship. 
(b) After the Invasion of March 15 
On the day of the Gorman occupation Herr von GREGORY, former 
press attaché to the German Legation in Praguc, became ma 
n three-fold censorship 
uditorinl office a Cacch apeaking 
censor had toa read every word which 
went to tlic printc ven in ady [3 = and hhd to endorse 
Which flowed in a steady stream from Gi GORY ‘s orfioc. 
articles were written in 


with the name of the cditor in chicf, or of the politienl correspondent. 


* 


They were to be printed without alterntion. lditors who refused to 


4 


consent to this misuse of their nameés were sent to wentmtion 


(4) Suppression of Parliament. 


(a) After Munich, 
On October 20th, 1938, the Czech Govermment, on orders from 
Berlin dissolved the Conmunist Party and deprived 30 communist 


members of their seats in the Parliament. 


Rump Parliament met first on November 30th, 1938, 


in order to elect a new State President, 


On December 15th, 1959, the Runip Parliament, under Berlin 
pressure and flagrant violation of the constitution of the 
Republic, authoriavd President HACIA by the so-called "Constitutional 
Enabling Act" to change, by mere personal decrees, even vital 
tionnl laws and to change the constitution itsclf. 

Then the Rump Parlianent adjourned and never did mect sgain, 
The Czcchoslovak democracy was virtually abolished, the Parliament 
in fact suppressed. 
(nh) After the Invasion of Merch 15th 


Just a few days after the invasion, the Parliament was dis- 


— . > 4 . 
solved by Decree of President HACHA, 
(5) Abolition of Local Government. 


(a) Aftor Munich. 

Tn the ceded areas the Nazification of local government was 
accomplished. In the other arcas no substantial change in the 
loenal government took place. 

jer the Invasion of March 15th, 1959. 

By Decree of the Reich Protector of Scptember 
R,GeBl.I.pe1681 (Amex 2.), the Protectorate was divided into seven 
administrative areas each headed by a German "Oberlandrat" responsible 
he Protector but otherwise exercising absolute povwere 

.acal government was put under the pressure of 


mt influenced alrendy by the 


he 
uid 


the instruments 
local administration, 
jics both of Bohemia and Moravia 


and towns the Nazis 


ad eke 
istrict and Municipal Councils. 


At Brno, the capital of Moravia, with 80f Ozech majority, the 


abolisned, many members with ths Lord Mayor ot the 


a5 


sent to concentration camps and a German Lord Mayor - 


we 


lmost 


Assisted by German cfficinis - was appointad, 


A capital of the Republic, the Czeoh Lord Mayor and many 


purely Czec!} 


councillors were sent to concentration camps, 1 new Czech Lord Mayor, 
an orders, was appointed, 


The toym adm put under German orders. 


were replaced 


her cities and toa 


of the Re 


or govermic! 


so-called Reichssuftrags- 


stration wa 


forced to cntecr on 
of National Unity and the Party of L 
formally broken awny 
its internationnl affilintions; the Conmunist Party was soon 
afterwards dissolved, and Irce made it illeg O form any nei 
r without the 
first step on the wr Oo 4 total party systan. 


ig Unions passed through a similar developaent. 


O29 
Jos 


3, the two surviving partics were fused into 


. 


which, however, was later dissolved 
no longer existed. 
moveinent. had Lost not only its freedaa, but 
virtually cons exist. 
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sttending OFLETAL s 


church 
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of a gnngator s raid. They forced an entry into the biildings by 
shooting the portey and seized the students while they were still in 
thelr night attire in the dormitories. Many young men were killed, 
thers brutiily benten and ill-trejted, then they were taken to 

the Air Porce barracks at Ruzyn. There, the students were subjected 
to sadistic tortures. 


(c) Murder and Deportations. 


In the raided colleges 1, students were killed by shots. 
At Rusyn, on the morning of November 17th, 1939, a whole number of 
student officials and 9 members of the Conmittte of the Federation 
of Czechoslovak Students in Bohcria were executed by shooting. 
Bernhard VOSS, 8S. Brigadcfuchrer, interrogated by Col.Dr.B.ECER on 
June 2lst, 1945, at Wiesbaden stated thet at the time of the students * 


demonstration he wis r of the 6th §,.5,.-Totenkopfstandarde 


ie 
c 
- 
’ 

‘ 
ro 


at Praguc. He reecived from K.H. PRANK order to send to Ruzyr 
a firing squad for the execution of 11 or 12 students. He ecarricd 
out the order. 

1,200 students were taken, two days later to Oranicnburg 
concentration canp.s 

At Brno no-incidénts happened to give the invaders a pretext 
for similar mensuresa. Nevertheless,the largest college at Brno 
(Kourrie College) was cecupicd by the Gestnpo on November 17th, 1939, 
the students were ill-treated, and carried off in lories to . special 
1 and without an opportunity to 


trnin which took them, without foo 


got a dyink, to 4 conecntretion canip. 
(a) Oceu i MOLON y in tut nai Robbery. 
‘ — —_— = —— ea ee ee eer —— — + ee 
1 Geriini rclip2 a 1} sientific inetitutions. 


cLentific cauipment in iy of ti oou d institutions. Ti 
icntific librarik or yatematicalls nd methodically Linted. 
Scicntifie book nd fil ere torn u r taker AY, phe aren 
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Suppression of Czech Schools. 


Education 
of the 
rsonally ordered 


izcch establishments of 


“ty, were forbidden 


to exercise an intellectual profesaion and were invited -t a manual 


occupation within 4A hours, failing which the; e sent to labour 


sch universities and college 
suppression 


wert eit} 


1 civil nuthnoritics. 


teachers were not allowed to teach privately and they were advised 


to take up minual occupation. By September 1942 some 60% of 


the Cgech ele ry schools’had been closed by the Germans. (In 


1 mixed Cacch-German population 
according to the Munic! 


5 th Acrcement, Czcch secondary school education 


i va N ps7 on | T ms + sr mnoal 
and Czech clementary schoo 


+ J 3 


Ls as well were completely wiped out. ) 


All Czech books published during the Republican régime have been 


and glorification of Greater Germany and its Muchrer 


of 411 teaching at Czech clementary-schools, 


web 


the number of pupils permitted to enter Czech secondary 


shed by 507 compared with 7958. In 1940 only 
of the 1939 figure were permitted to go on fran the clementary 


to. the sccondary schools. About 70% of 


secondary schools 
had been closed up Girls have been entirely 


excluded from the 


Nursery scho 


(4) Other Cultural Crimes. 


Monuments. 
In many tow which for the most rart 


tain libraries, halls f she s yw Of cducational films, for 


and concerts have been confisented and 


ApS . +h Onakaric 
or offices for the Gest \pOe 


(b) Cultural Memorials. 
A decree of the Autunn of 1942 ordered all university libraries 
hand over all early printed Czech works and first cditions to 


he Germans, The collections in the National Museum were pillaged 


the Modern Art Gallery containing a unique collection 


of the 19th and 20th centurics with some precicus speci 
forcigzn (mainly French) art was closed. 
The crown jewels of anc ; Czech Kings had 
over to H&YDRICH. 
K.H, FRANK, int gated by Col. Dr. BOSR 


,arnt 


at Wicsbaden, admitted that he received orders from Martin BORMNANN 


omove to ldnz from Boherda and Moravia severnl specially valuable 


A million Reichsmarts were put at the 


purchase of substitute 


Russian 


he works 


publishers suffered heavy loeses; 


t} 


redasive publishing fPirms by the simple ¢ iss of sending 


W's to concentr: 


y 


arcainst National Pienity. 
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HEYDRICH introduced as ccnpulsory the Nazi salute in Czech 
offices and srderod the zi "Horst Wessel" song to be played in 
Czech National Theatre. He forced the Czech Government to 
include the Reich German inember BERTSCH in the Cabinet, thus making 


German the officinl language of the Czech Cnbinct mectings and sub- 


sequently that of the whole stato administration, In oertain 


villages the German authoritics forbade even the singing of Czech 


folk-songs and of the National Anthem "Kde domov mij?" (\here is ny 


wi hn 


home ?) 


to be taken into consideration as 
of grave attempts to de-nationsalise 


inhabitants of occupied territory, designed to undermine the 


out Czech national life by 


Czech culturs] 


infecting 4 cici-loving people with the poison of 


association "Sokol" ("Falcon") 


on 


with one million membors ediately after the invasion joined 


the resistance movemen oth the underground movement at home and 


the iden united the members of the 


them strong and enthusiastic even during the 


even more,nt home. The Gestapo 


wis the samc, or 


but merty Then followed a more 


Gxtonsive and groups. In February 1940, 


Sokol headquarters 


and its property was secured. In July 1941, the head of the organisa- 
ation and a number cf important workers were arrested and shot’ according 
to uertinl low. After that things went quickly ahead, On October 8th, 
19.1, the Sokcl organisation was dissolved, its property confisested 
and the leading functionaries, also those of the district associations, 
were arrested, all the property Was ruined, the installations despoiled 
and destroyed or taken away. The buildings were handed over to 
the Hitler Jugend, the army ang the military hospitals. Inmiovables; 
savings and sesurities were stolen, Over one thousand million crovms 

‘ 


s+ eoak wry f= 440A ~ yyenne Wav arms } <9 Pe 
in cash were forfcited to the Gormans. Next came the trials and 


nurders, torturing and killing of the functionarics and members of the 


gRlmost 80% cf the leaders arc missing. The total number of those who 


mot their desth during the six-year-long occupation, amounts up 
to date to abcut 20,000 persons. 


Other nepecta and facts of criminal attempts or de=nationalisatiion 


Ora denlt with under the headins "Destruction of Cacch Eeonomic Life". 


The suppr ion of religious liberties in Czechoslovakia and 


Pre ~ : a wl . * - } ‘ as 
of the cducationsl and hational function of the Church is typical of 
A fa 


wnat the Nazis wished ta nforce as a rule of darkness over the whole 
4 hur . 


iy I restnen ti oman Catholic priests was vory scverc, 
In the arcas annexed to Germany after Munich 2 number of priests of 
OF in were rovbcd t} Y property and expelled. A we of 
rewaution t ar Wi u vy A) Vt hemia ay ITAVI. 
1 es to 4 york Lbited in 1939. At thi 
1" { f* 5 t) ul 2 J : 
: i 


Venerable high ecclesiastical diymitaries were dragged to concentration 
camps in Gormany. It was a common sight on the roads near to the 

Lon camps to sec a pricst dressed in rags, exhausted, pulling 
a cart and behind him a youth in SA uniform,whip in hand. Religious 
orders were dissolved and liquidated, their charitable institutions 


closed down and their members expelled or else forced to compulsory 


labour in Germany. All religious instruction in Czech schools was 


suppressed. Most of the weeklics and monthlies which the Catholics 
1d published in Cacchoslovakia, had been suppressed fran the very 
beginning of the occupation. The Catholic gymnastic organisation 


"Orel" with 800,000 n s was dissolved and its property was con- 


fiscateod, OD preat a Catholic church property yas seized for 


Wis persecuted because of its 
sathies and democratic constitution 
nection with tha establishment of the Czcchoslo- 
mochoslovak Church in Slovakia was entirely prohibited 
“operty confiscated under German compulsion in 1940. It has 


is but in a crippled form 


Crecho-lioravian Church. 


of frecdam to preach 
hed closely whether the 


6 Be SOrsnip 


* 
nation 


Waulgated from the pulpit, 
universal 


of the 


their achievements 


cd, even 


Church leaders were especially 


cd, scores nisters wore imprisoned in concentration camps, 


“ mat = e >» * . 
of the Students stian Movement 


essed throughout the country 


suppressec 
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statement of KyH. FRANK, mide on June 11, 1945 when interrogated 


by Col. Dr, ECHR at VW 


the Jewish places of we 


by order of the 


Cxpress 


the head of yhic 
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to be robbed not 
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rship in the 
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FRANK stated that in November 1936 
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Budét 


ten” provinces were torn down 


hancellery of Munich 
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in the Autumn 


aynagoruc 
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marketing halls 


confi sea tux 


destiny to belons to 
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food and less 
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she German remy at the beginning 


tionals on all farms 


he OzcchosLovak Land ‘Reform act of 1919, in so far as it 


. ‘ 


benefited Czech nationals, was declarcd invalid; Czech settlers were 


expelled Prow their estates and compelled to relinquish their cattle, 


0 » the Cacch settlers were compensated; in fact they 


to have cau by Gsenpins. These taxes and sums more than 


machonslLoyvak Republic becanc nutomatierally Roich property and cine 


a 


ts concorncd. 


rvisgors and foremen 
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in Czech industry as well as their entire share-capital, fell into 
German hands. 

Hence started the penctration of German bank capital into 
the Czech banks, their expropriation and incorporation into the German 
bank system. The "Dresdner Bank" (being the actual cstablishment for 
handling the funds of the National Socialist Party) and the "Deutsche 
Bank" were officially entrusted with the task of expropriating the 
funds belonging to the Czechoslovak Banking concerns. 

By diverse "transactions", by gaining influence through the 

Branch 
Sudcten(Banks upon the Prayuc Headquarters of the respective banks, by 
reducing the share capital and then increasing it with German help, 
by acquisition of industrial holdings and thus gaining influence upon 
the controlling banks, by depriving banks of their industrial interest, 
otc., the two Berlin banks gained complete control over the banks of 
the Protectorate. Gestapo terror helped them. 

The control of the Czechoslovak banks meant actually the control 
over practically the whole industry directed by the Dresdner Bank and 
Deutsche Bank on the one hand, and by the big German industrial concerns 
on the other hand. 


C. Destruction of the National Industry. 


“ilsory Organisation. 


-After the invasion the Germans introduced on thu German model 
& compulsory organisation of the Czech industry of the Protcctorate. 
They appointed a conmittce of the new association and of all the 
inmanufacturing "groups" putting at least one Nazi on cach of them either 
as chainnan or vice-chairman or auite innoc Xa an ordinary momber. 
Practically all the Cacch members re nere lay figures. 
(b) Armanent factories, 

The Dresdner Bank acquired the most important armament 
factories of Ga2echoslovakia, isc. the Skoda Works in Plzecn and the 
Cgochoslovak Zbrojovka in Brno. The private share~holdcers were 


forced to surrender their shares far below their actual value; the bank 


paid for these shares with bank notes which had been withdraw fron 
circulation or which the Germans had confiscated in the districts 
ceded by the Munich agreement. 

(ce) Goering Concern, 

The German domination over the Czechoslovak banks and, therefore, 
over the industry through the big Berlin banks,was accomplished through : 
the gigantic Hermann GOERING Concern which, one by one seized the 
greatest Cacchoslovak industries at the smallest financial cost, that 
is to say by the chief pretext of Aryanisation, by pressure from the 
Reich, by financial "measures" and by the threat of Gestupo and 
concentration camps. 

Finally all big industrial holdings, works and plants of the 
armament, coal and iron industry fell into German hands. The great 
chemical industry wis absorbed by the German concern "I,G,.Farben 
Industric", | 
(d) Light Industry. 

The light industry was forced to submission as well. When the 
war broke out the war restrictions were ruthlessly applied to all Czech 
firms. The German firns were given priority in the distribution of 
raw material in German hands. Another way of wiping out Czech industry 
was by ordering firms to scrap their machines, The Germans seiacd 
complete control of the distribution-of raw materials, they decided 
how many machines in cach industry were to be scrapped, they fixed the 
price of goods; actually the industrialist did not even manage his om 
business. 

The Nazi "New Deal" for industries was crowned carly in 1942 
by the appointment of Walter BENTSCH as Minister of Economy and Labour, 
a German from the Reich. To facilitate the plundering of industry the 
Ministry of: Trade, Conmerce and Industry, the Ministry of Tublic 
Works and the Ministry of Social Welfare were all combined under his 
administration. 

(ce) Forced Labour. 


How the Czechoslovak Muman Tressure wis exploited in the 
L 


interest of the German ‘Jar Machine is dealt with in the section 


"Forced Labour" (Section 4). 


(3) Financial Plunder. 


(a) After Munich, 

After the occupation of the territory ceded apparently in 
nccordance with the Munich Agreement, the Germans refused to take 
over part of the Czechoslovak State Debt, although they acquired very 
valuable State property in the districts takon away fron Czechoslovakia; 
1,600 million crowns worth of State obligations of low denominations 
have been in circulation in the ceded territory. The Germans enforced 
the right for themselves to use these obligations in Czechoslovakia 
as legal tender, 


(b) After the Invasion of March 15th 


(an) Assault on the Currency. 

after the invasion the Nazis immediately introduced a fixed 
rate of LO crowns to one imark thus lovering it to the disadvantage of 
the Czech crown. The invading German amay and other Germans could so 
plunder the rich Czech reserves at low prices still current in the 
Protectorate. 

In addition, all stocks of precious metals, diamonds, foreipn 
currencies had to be exchanged for the German paper mark in the entire 
ares of the Protectorate. 

(bb) Clearing "Agreement". 

A big financial looting started with the financial clearing 
apreement negotiated between the Czech National Bank and the Reichshank., 
This simple measure enabled the Geimans to import goods freely from 
the Protectorste without burduening the German balance of payment with 
an equivalent. The Gersan importer paid the Reichsbank in marks for 
the goods which he. had bought and the Keichsbank entered the equivalent 


in crovns to the credit of the Czech National Bank on the Clearing 


Account. Tho National Bank in Prague coula do nothing but enter 


these sums as assets; they appeared in its weekly statements under 
the heading "other assets", although they were doubtful from the 
beginning and worthless at the end, 
The Account of the Czech National Bank showed the following 
figures for "other assets" in millions of crowns: 
31st December 1938 85 
31st December 1939 3,576 
» 31st December 1942 17,366 
It must, however, be borne in mind that the statement of 31st 
December 193% givea the state of the Bank of issue covering the whole 
of the Czechoslovak Republic, while that of 31st December 1939 and 1942 


gives that of the Bank of issue covering only the Protectoratc. 


By inflating the account "other assets" the Germans made their 


financial plunder on the country ‘s inherited wealth and of the products 


of decades of labour. 
(cc) Credit Exploitation. 

The Nazis forced worthless German State securitics, German long- 
term debentures cta., upon all Czech banks and Sayings banks and over- 
loaded arbitrarily the capital of the Czech banks. They could do go 
because they had their own Commissar in cach department of the Ministry 
of inancc, in the National Bank of the Protectorate, in the Postal 
Savings Bank and the credit organisations; but chicfly because behind 
them stood the Gestapo and the threat of concentration camps. Thus 
the Nazis were able in the Protectorate to direot large sums for 
financing the war. 

(da) Taxes. 

As war broke out the Nazis fixed the "War contribution of the 
Protectorate" with an annual sum of 2,000 million crowms (£14,200,000), 
The Nazis claimed that they were legally entitled to this on the 
yrounds that the Czechs did not have to fight, because the Germans 
fought for them. 

Immediately after the occupation the Germans seized the 
proeceds of various indirect taxes and diverted them straight into 


the Reich Treasury. 


(ce) Customs Union. 

The Customs Union of the "Protectorate" with Germany introduced 
nt the end of 1940 was a further instrument in the hands of the Nazis 
to hold the Czcch cconomic life under their thumb. Much of whet the 
Germans did, via facti, since Munich and the occupation, received through 


the Customs Union a sort of lc#al sanction. 


(4) TWorced Labour, 


(a) 1939 - 1941. 

After the students’ massacres in November 1939, students who 
escaped exccution or the concentration camps had to find manual work 
within 48 hours or they were sent for forced labour to Germany. 

& decree of January 23, 1941, rendered possible the calling-up 


of all Czech.men between the ages of 18 - 50 for forced labour for 


nm period of 6 - 12 months, "for the carrying through of urgent work 


of special importance for the Statc and for its cconomic life", 

On December 18, 1941, HEYDRICH, then Reich Protector, supplemented 
this enactment by another. decree, stating that single individuals (later 
it was extended to marricd people) who were not engaged on important 
work could be called up to carry out important war-work anywhere on 
Reich territory including Poland. 

(b) 1942. 

On Narch 21, 194.2, HITLER issued a decree regarding the 
appointment of a general plenipotentiary for mobilising man-power, 
Erlass des Puchrers ucber cinen Genersalbevollmacchtigten fuer den 
Arbeitseinsatz ( RGBl.p.179). is order was signed by HITLER, 
LAMMERS, (Reichsminister und Chef der Reichskanzlei) and KSITEL. 

The decree expressly declares as its purpose to mobilise the available 
man-power in the interest of the whole war economy, particularly for 
the purpose of arramcnt. It provides for the planning of man-power 


of all available men and women, including forcigners and prisoners 


of war and the mobilisation of the whole man-power not yet made use 

of in the "Grenter German Reich", including the “Protectorate”, ctc. 

The wording of that order leaves no doubt that it mobilises, in the 
interest of the German wr machine not only German nationals, but also 
forcigners living in Germany, prisoners of war and the inhabitants of the 
occupied territorics. 

Through the decree mentioned, SAUCKEL was appointed 
plenipotentiary general for the mobilisiution of man-power (Ceneral- 
bevollmechtigter fuer den Arbeitscinsatz) and it \ms enacted that he 
was subordinate to GORRING in his capacity as Commissioner for tie Four 
Years Plan. 

By an order issued on March 27, 1942 (RGBl. I, p.180) GOERING 


as Reich Conwnissioner for the Four Yean;Plan gave off'ect to HITLER *s 


decree dated March 21, 1942. By this order GOERING defined SAUCKEL’s 


powers and, provided that, among others, the Reich Protector in Bohania 
and ioravia «and the chicfs of the civilian administrationsof occupied 
territories were subordinate to SAUCKEL as far as his task of planning 
nan-power for war purposes was concerned, 

According to one of HEYDRICH“s Inst decrees of May 194.2, the 
labour exchange could conscript for casual lnbour in any district any 
child, even during the school term, Children from 14 years upvards 
were sent into factories, farms and cven mines and kept there permancntly. 
(c) Arbitrary of FRANK and BERTSCH. 

K,HeFRANK in March 1939 appointed "Secretary of State" (and in 
August 1943 Deutscher Staatsminister in Boha@nin and Mormvin) was second 
in the hicrarchy of the German civil adiinistration of the Protectorate 
and responsible towards the Roich Protector NUURATH and towards the Reich 
Government for giving cffect, in the territory of the Protectorate, to 
the orders given by the Reich School authorities, among others also for 
giving effect to the general orders rorarding mobilisation of man-powor 


mentioned above. 


In January 1942 the Reich-German Dr. Walter BERTSCH was 
appointed Czech Minister of Economy and Labour and took over control 
of all social welfare and public works. BERTSCH (actually an oxponont 
of Berlin) was given the power to issue deerces without even informing 
his "colleagues" in the government. 

K.H.FRANK and BERTSCH brough*: about the introduction of the 
general provisions regarding the forced labour into the "legal order" 
applied on the territory of the Protectorate. This wis effected 
_ among others, by two orders of the Protectorate: Government order 
relating to the planning of man-power (Regierungsverordnung ucber 
Massnahmen zur Lenkung der Arbeoitskracfte) dated May 4, 1942, 
Collection No. 154/192 and the Governnent Order Sonataetan the 
stabilisation of wages and salarics and the safeguarding of labour 
morale (Regicrungsverordnung ucber dic Sicherung der Lohn = und 
Gehalsstabilitact sowie der Arbeitsmoral) dated December 7, 1942 
Collection No, 404. : 

By Section i of the order 154/1942 the duty to work was 
imposed upon all inhabitants of the Protectorate who were able to work. 
Sections lL, = 17 provided that inhabitants of the Protectorate were also 
liable to work "on other Reich territory", that means outside Czecho- 
slovakine 5 

We may mention also the Protectorate government order on 
labour duty for youth (Regicrungsverordnung ucber dic Jugenddicnst- 
pflicht) of May 28, 1942 Collection No. 187, and execution provisions 
by which the labour duty for youth wns ordered for inhabitants of 
the Protectorate, boys and girls between the ares of 10 =- 18, 

On the 2nd Pebruary 1945 HERTSCH signed an order mobilising 
for war work in Germany all Czech men betseen 16 - 55 years and 
women between 17 = 45 years of age as well as certain eategorices of 
school children up to the age of 14, 

(a) 19b4. 


In 194. the general mobilisation of man-power, both German 


and forcign, wis enhanced by 4 number of stops initinted by HITLER ‘s 


decree dated July 25, 1944, stating that GOERING as President of the 
Ministerial Council for Reich Defence shall adapt public life for 

the requirements of total war and that he shall propose the name of 

& plenipotentiary with that object. Dr, GOEBBELS was nondinated by 
GOERING for the office and was accordingly appointed as plenipotentiary 
for the Total War Effort. This decree extends the noasures for the 
total mobilisation of man-power also to the occupied countries. 

By HITLER ’s decree of July 25th, 1944 Martin BORMANN, the chicf 
of the Chancellery of the NSDAP was directed to give active support, 
through the machinery of the Party, to the efforts of GOEBBELS. 

(e) Conclusion. 

Czechoslovak nationals were forced, in very great numbers, 
to do work in the unterest of German wnr operations, in munition 
factories,aircraft factories, factorics for the production of other 
war material, in transporting men and munitions and other war mterial 
to the fighting fronts of Germany ond to complete fortifications of 
nll kinds. 

The number of Cacchoslovak citizens who were compelled to work 
inside Czcchoslovakia runs into millions. 

750,000 Czechoslovak citizens were compelled to forced labour 
outside the Czechoslovak frontiers in the interest of the German war 
machine. 

We refer to the somewhat fuller statement on Porced Labour 
of K.H. FRANK, interrogated by Col. Dr. BOER on May 30th, 1945 at 


Wie sbaden, 
(5) Other Spoliations,. 


Aryanisation ws completed in November 191.2 when the property 
of all Jews who had omigratcd or been deported ind been 
> : , 
officially confiscated by the Reich. 


Property wes confiscated by 


y 


The confiscation of the property of “dangerous and politically 
suspicious persons" wns another legal title of German robbery. 

Exiles were deprived of Czechoslovak nationality and their 
property was forfeited. 

The property of all the many organisxtions dissolved by the 
Nazis was confiscnted. 


(6) Conclusion. 


ie eee 


The total sum of economic spolination from 1938 till 1945 
by 
is estimated! cconomic an@ financial experts at 200 milliards Czecho- 


slovak crowns. This figure is not an official one as the investigations 


as to the total amount will take o great deni of time. Experts think 


that 509 of Czech national wealth was stolen and robbed by the German 
invaders. 


IV . WAR ON BWs . 


ee ee ce ee ee OF ee et ee te 


The Nation s attitude towards 
the Jews is the measure of 
its cultural maturity. 


T.G. MASARYK, 
The Constitutional Lav. 


By their war ngainst the Jews the Nazis violated a fundamental 


ej 
YL 


law in, foree in the Czechoslovak Republic, the Constitutional Law, 

§ 128 of which runs: "all citizens of the Czcchoslovak Republic are 
fully equal to cach other before the law anda they enjoy the same 
civic and political rights without regard to their race, Language or 


religion." 


tration in Germany, 


In the other areas of the Republic, under Germin pressure, 


some preliminary anti-scinitic meas -<s took plice RIBHENTROP indicnted 


to the Prague Government that the pre-condition of a German guarantee 
of the new frontiers of the Republic was “the promulgation of anti- 
semitic laws, analogues to those of Nuremberg". 

State officials of Jewish origin as well as school teachers 
and university professors were pensioned off or dismissed. The 
Glimination of Jews from the Bar, the press, the films ctc,. was in 
gradual preparation when the Germans entered Prague on March 15th, 


1939.6 


(3) After the Invasion of March 15th, 1939. 


From the very beginning of the invasion the general diserimin- 
ation of the Jews started. There came a wave of anti-semitic 
measures of social and cconomic character. Jews were arrested 
by thousands and soon organised pogroms took place. Tho confiscation 
of Jewish property and exclusion of Jeivs from the economic life is 
dealt with in . Section III. 

The Government order on the legal status of the Jews in public 
life (Reyicrungsverordnung ucber dic Rechtsstellung der Juden 
im ocffentlichen Leben) of the 4th July 1959, Collection No.136/1940 
defined the conception of the Jew in the spirit of the Nuremberg 
laws and regulated "legally" the social and functional abolition 
of Jews” rights which had already via facti matcrialised. 

Decrees, orders, repulnrtions brought about most de- 
gradating restrictions, prohibitions and attacks, until the system 
of naterinl and moral destruction culminated in complete cxtermination 
of the outlawed and outcast Jews in Czcchoslovakins 


(4) Ghetto in Terezin. 


By order of the Reich Protector of February loth, 1942 


(Annex 3), the Ghetto in Terezin (Theresienstadt) was established. 


Successively all the Jews in Bohemian and Moravian were deported 
to the Ghetto in Terezin and partly to the extermination camps 
in Poland, especially to Oswieczim-Birkenau. Regular transports 
went fran Terezin to the large senle gas-chambers in Poland. 


Figures « 


The Jewish population in the Cacchoslovak Republic 
amounted to 2,40 of the total population. The number of Jews 
in Bohemia and Mornvin ws about 118,000 Jewish citizens, 
20,000 of whom emigrated before the Nazi occupation. Of the 
rest 10,000 dicd a natural death and about 5,000 were members 
of mixed mirringces whose deportation took place at 4 later dite 
so that almost 211 of thom survived the Nazi terror. Jewish 
dcportations fran Prague were started on a large scale on 
October lst, 1941, with the transport of 7,000 persons to 
Lod%. Altogether 76,000 adult Jews were deported and out of 
therm only 6,500 persons have come back. Out of 15,000 Jewish 
children only 28 have returned. 


K.H. PRANK, interrogated by Col. Dr. B. BOER on June llth, 


1945, at Wiesbaden, declared that the decrees concerning the 


Jevish question were made by & branch oft the Reich Ministry 


of the Interior. 


V. ‘'TERRORISN 

The political Bik Geanente lends pursued by the Nazis in Czecho- 
slovakia and their attempt to destroy the Czechoslovak cultural life 
and thereby to denationalise the people, has been demonstrated in the 
preceding chapters, 

Any resistence of the Nation was to be suppressed in its 
beginnings by terrorism. 

The most important exponents of this terrorism were the police 


and the criminal courts. 


(1) Police Terrorism. 

The arbitrary and brutal methods used by the national socialist 
police to terrorise the Czechoslovak people are too manifold to be 
described exhaustively. 

One of the measures applicd in all occupied countrics was the 
taking of hostages and their exccutione 

Already before the outbreak of war thousonds of Czech patriots 
especially Catholic snd Protestant ministers, lawyers, doctors, 
teachers etc., were arrested. Vorcover in every district persons wore 
marked down to be taken os hostages on the first sign of any 


disturbence of "public order and security". At first there were 


just threats. In 194.0 KeHeFRANK announced in s speech to the leaders 


of the "National Solidarity ovement" that two thousand Czech hostages, 
detained in concentraticn camps, would be shot unlese prominent Czechs 
signcd a declaration of loyalty. 

later, ofter the attempt on HEYDRICH, many of these 
were excouted. 


Typical of the methods of the Nasi police terrorism wos also the 


gxinst factory mnagers in case of any hold up 


threat of reprisals ag 
of work. ‘Thus late in 1939 the Gestapo aummoned the mansgers and 
7 1.5 


various industrial firms and told them thet they 


of strike. 


the following declaration: "I take note that I shall be immediately 
shot if the work in our factory stops without good reason." 

Similarly echool-msters were held responsible for the loyal 
behaviour of thoir pupils. Many toachers were arrested mercly 
because boys of their echool had been caught writing anti-Germn 
slogans on walls or reading black-listed bocks. 

The carcfully devised system of tortures applicd at investigations 
by the Germin police especially by the Gestapo, is. well knowm and 
nceeg, thoroforc, no further description. 

But nothing was moru approprinte to terrorise the people of the 
Republic than the threat of- deportation to one of the infamous 
concentration camps. It hovered permanently over the whole population 
and was realised in mny thoussnd instanccs. 

(a) The Power of the Police. 

The power to hand over every single citizen of the Cacchoslovak 
Republic was vested in a policc-network, sprend over the whole 
territory of the Republic. It was up to this organisation to order 
"Protective Custody" (Schutzhaft) or "Preventive Custody" (Yorbeugendc 
Polizcihaft), both of which led to internment in one of the concentration 
campse in the so-called Protectorate of Bohemia and Noravia the right 
to order "protective Cistody" fell within the jurisdiction of the 


Stantspolizcileitstellen Prague and Brno, which had established branch 


offices ("Ausscnstcllen") in major tovms of the "Protectorate". 


Immediately subordinate to them in all political police mttors 
(in mtters of the Gestapo) were the "Oberla ndracte" (since the 
administration-reform of 19,2 called "Inspcktcure des Reichsprotektors"), 
the highest administrative officials in tho Oborlandrat-Districts, in 


which the "Protectcrate" was divided, The Obérlandracte controlled 


the District Police of their area (Kreispolizeibehocrdeon) snd the 
Local Police (Ortspolizeibchcerden) subordinate to the latter - as well 


as the "Stantlichen Pelizcivemmltimgen" (Polizcidircktionen), which 


were in charge - especially in lnrger towns - of the task of the 
District and Local Police. 

The Stantspolizeileitstellen had to perform in their area the 
dutics of the Gestapo and could use the services of the District and 
Local Police. 

‘The duty of the Gestapo was above all "to prevent activities and 
endeavours inimical to Nation and State" (Werner Best, Die Deutsche 


Polizei, 1941, page 32 and 33), ‘The Gestapo and their auxiliaries 


(District and Local Police) had to watch over the population and to 


track dowm the "activities and endeavours aiming at disturbing and 
“destroying the National Order" (Best, opscite, pe32 and 33). The 
observations of the Gestapo or the reports submitted to them by their 
auxiliaries caused eventually the application of the most important 
"Preventive Veasure" at the Gestapo's disposal; The "Protective Custody". 
The observing (spying) activities of the Gestapo must have had 
a distressing effect on the people. But compared with the spying 
activities of the "Sicherheitsdienst" (SD) it appears almost bearable. 
The "activities and endeavours" which fell within the scope of interest 
of the Gestapo were certainly not clearly defined. §till they were 
more or less palpable acts of individuals, they had to deal with. The 
sphere, however, covered by the SD spy-ring, was in no way limited; 
"They have politically to explore and investigate principally the 
operation and the interplay of the great ‘weltanschauliche’ arch- 
enemies of National Socialism and the German people in order to afford 
possibilities for their purposive and effective combatee.s.' The SD 
has to watch over the activities of any antagonistic elements in all 
spheres of life of the German people and so keop the State and Party 
authoritics informed" (Best, op. cit., pego 46). 
The duties of the"Sicherheitsdienst"were allotted in the 

"Protectorate" to the SD Leitabschnitt: Prague and its numerous branch 
offices in various placeBe This SD Leitabschnitt was, like every other, 


not a State Police authority, but an agency of the SS and, therefore, 


of the NSDAP which, however, had to support the Security Police in 
their work. A considerable part of the orders concerning "Protective 
Custody", issued by the Stantspolizcileitstellen was undoubtedly caused 
by their reports. 

Immediately superior to the Staatspolizeileitstellen was the 
Commander of the Security Police (Befehlshaber der Sicherheitspolizei) 
who himself was subordimate to the Secretary of State (since. 19,3 
Deutscher Staatsminister) as Hoherer SS. and Polizeifuehrer and to the 
Reich Protcktor on one hand ani to the RSHA on the other,.-- 

In Bohemia ("Land Beehmen") imposing of "Preventive Custody" 
(Vorbeugende Polizeihaft) was in the competence of the "Kriminalzentrale" 
in Prague, in Noravia ("Land Inehren") it belonged to that of the Police 
Headquarters (Polizeidirektion) = CeIeDe (Kriminalabteilung) in Brno. 

The Kriminalzentrale has to perform in their aren the duties of the 
criminal police, which cannot be discharged by the District of Local 
Police. They supervise the District and Local Police (in tows where 
there exist State Police Administrations (Staatliche Polizeiverwaltungen) 
their respective O.l.D.s) in the execution of their criminal-police duties. 

Part of the criminal-police duties is the so-called prevention of 
crimes. The most important preventive means at the disposal of the 
criminal police is the "Preventive Custody", The Kriminalzcntrale too 
and its subordinate District and Local Police authorities are charged 
with the close supervision of the population. They have to concern 
themselves with "acts and endeavours endangering the national order, 
which do not spring out of political motives", With "crimes in a broad 
sense of the word", not only with acts and onmissions to be tried by 
criminal courts. (Best, op. cit., pe32 and 43). Their investigetions 
covered a ficld much wider than the usual sphere of interest of 3 criminal 
police ani led in case of observations not sufficient for a trial before 


& oriminnl court to "Preventive Custody". 


The Kriminelzentrale too was directly subordinate to the 
Commander of the Security Police and indirectly to the authorities 
superior to him 

The framework ..nd the tasks of the Police in the "Defence Area" 
(Wehrkreis) Bohemia and loravia ("Protectorate") do not differ 
essentially from those of the police in those parts of the Republic 
Which belonged to other "Defence Areas". 

The terror spread by the police organisation built up during the 
Occupation is mainly based on three factors: 

(1) on the volume of the organisation, its wide sphere of interest 
and the intensity of their activities; 

(2) on its absolute power and 

(3) the abuse of this power. 

A police organisation which reached the last hamlet, which had to 
take interest in every detail of the public and private life of every 
citizen of the Republic and which in fact closely watched every 
individual, was bound to be a source of uneasiness for the entire 
population. And this uneasiness had to reach terror when it depended 
on the arbitrariness of this volice to order the deportation to a 
place like a concentration camp. 

There is no legal basis either for the "Protective" or for the 
"Preventive Custody", The stipulation of the reasons for which the) 
may be ordercd in general or in porticular was left entirely to the 
policc. Dr. Werner Best, SS Brigadefuchrer and German Minister in 
Denmark has frankly odmitted this: "An cxpress authorisation of the 
police for the interfercnee with the individual necessary for the 
prevention of crimés is tissing. These measures are, nevertheless, 
not imposed without or contrary to the law. For according to the 
national conception of low the onler given to the police by the leaders 
of Nation and state to carry out comprehensive masures for the combat 


of crimes has crented the rule to which the police as well as the 


- §2 = 


individual have to adjust themselves... ‘The order to the police to 
impose all measures necessary for the prevention of crimes compels 

at the same time the individual "Volksgenossen" to co-operate actively 
or passively in those measures; passively co-operates the criminal 

taken into preventive custody. This is the legal basis for the police 
on which they carry out the measures for the prevention of crimes,..." 
eooee That, in accordance with this order, it his thus been proceeded 
with the consent of the highest authoritics of the Reich for such 

length of time, proves that this order has become part of the police 

law valid at present in the German Reich" (Best, ope cite, pe37 and 38). 

The Ordinance of 9th March 1942 (SlgeNo.e89 (Annox 4) deals with 
the imposing of "Preventive Custody" in the "Protectorate". It 
cnumerates in § 6 the reasons for which this type of custody nay be 
ordered. They are, however, Of such general nature, that they do not 
actually restrict the police in any waye In other words it is in spite 
of this Ordinance, left entirely to the arbitrariness of the police 
to stipulate the reasons for ordering “Preventive Custody". 

The experiences of Czcchoslovak nationals in concentration camps 
are shared by all victims of the German Police. They may, therefore, 
only be stated bricfly. 

(b) Concentration Camps. 

The nunber of these horror-camps in greater Germany has been 
estimated at various times during the years since 1939 to total anything 
up to about 30 tO 75. 

In all these camps Czechoslovak nationals ray have been detained 
at lenst temporarily. Of the following camps, however, it 1s knowm that 

zech prisoners were kept there regularly; 


Auschwitz (Oswiccim) and Birkenau 


Belsen 
Buchenwald 
Dachau 
Flossenburg 
Taiblin 


Ma jdanck 

Mauthausen 

Natzweiler 

Neucngammre ~Hamburg 

Oranienburg-Sachsenhausen 

Ravensbruc ck 

The concentration camp at Terezin (Theresienstadt) was established 
as a Ghetto especially for Jews from Bohemia and Moravia. From Terezin 
regular transports were despatched to the extermination camps in 
Poland, especially Auschwitz-Birkenau, 
A common pattern of crimes committed therein and in the 

concentration camps my be established: 
Murder and Vassacres. 
(1) The inhuman conditions of the mere transport of the deportees 
necessarily caused a high death rate. 
(2) Many prisoners were executed by hanging or by firing squads. 
(3) Patients were killed by intracardinl phenol injections. 
(4) Prisoners were shot on the spot for having "attempted to escape" 
and often just out of pure spite of an SS mn, or because the machine- 
gunners in the watch towers wanted to have a change while passing 
their time. 
(5) Children born in the camp were torn from their mothers by SS 
men and put to death. 
(6) While doing forced labour rany prisoners were beaten to death 
by the overseers without the slightest provocation. 
(7) Prisoners were used as "guinea pigs" and succumbed to the 
experiments carricd out on theme 
(8) Yany prisoners dicd from starvation deliberately imposed upon 
them, : 
(9) Most of the cascs of "natural death" were murder caused by the 
appalling camp conditions which necessarily led to fatal distases. 
(10) Some concentration camps such as Oswiecim-Birkenau, had gas- 
chambers as large-scale extermination devicese Parts of the arriving 


« 


transports were sent straight awy to the gas-chambers. "Selections" 


took place among the inmtes of the camps twice weekly. The 
"selectees" were loaded into trucks, brought to the gas-chamnbers and 
®assed, while the dead and dying wore taken directly to the furnaces, 
(11) It often happened that suall children were thrown alive into 
the trucks along with the dend and then burned. 

(12) There were mass suicides, 

The Germns put to industrial use hair clipped from the heads of 
hundreds of thousands of women who were to be murdered. Unburnt bones 
were used for iniustrial production of superphosphste. 

Torture Se . 
(1) Plogeing, whipping, torimnting physical exercises, the "pillar" 
(suspension of prisonora by their arms bound behind the back), and _ 

All other infamous sadistic Nuzi savageries were used. 

(2) Prisoners were used as "guinen pigs" for scientific experiments. 

(3) Tormenting voll-calls lasting at least 1 hour in all weather 

conditicns. 

(4) Incoming. prisoners were tattooed with numbers on their breasts 


a 
or LTOre-arms. 


Deliberate Starvation. 


Starvation rations cr valucless food were nllocated to the 


prisoners. Wo actual food shortage justified the starvation rations, 


Inprisonrent under aprsth i MBS: 

(1) The carmm conditions wers ws serious shortage 
of water, no drainage system and not even the most elk nentary hygienic 
installations. 

(2) Working conditicns were inconecivably hard. 

(3) No ménsures were taken to prevent the spreading of infectious 

LLECUSGE.s 

(4) In case of illness none - or entirely inadequate treatment 


Forced [ebour_ in Connection with Military Operations of the Enemy. 

In most of the concentration camps extensive work was done for 
the German war effort. At Oswiecim-Birkenau for instance, prisoners 
worked in the war production plant "Deutsche Aufruestungswerke" (DAW) 
in a factory belonging to the Krupp works, in the tremendous plant 
for synthetic rubber "Buna", in the Schultz establishment for war 
industry and a group of internees was occupied with unloading bombs, 
Robbery. 

Upen arrival deportees were inmedistely deprived of all their 
belongings. On the territory of Oswiecim CAMP, Cee there were 55 
special store housts where all the loot wes sorted and packed to be 
sent to Germanye 


Ne figure about the total of priscners in all concentration 


* 


camps is available. The numbers of inmates varied tn each concentration 
camp from tims to time. Some concentration camps changed their status 
for some periods, sometimes their operations were temporarily suspended. 
Tne transfer of prisoners from one concentration camp to another, 


especially transports from norml concentration camps to those with 


extermination devices (gas-charbers) caused overlapping of figures. 


Incoring prisoners stripped of their clothes were at the 

stripped of their individual personalities and became mere numbers, 
which were tattooed on their bodies. How to trace the millions gass 
or burnt? 

It is for the time being not 3 
Czechoslovak natic police, imprisoned at Tirst 
of the police gnols and lator de a concentration cane 
Neither is it at present possible to state, at least approximately, 


the number of those who fell victim to the ill—trestrent of the polics 


rankxTrace 


know that in the last six months before the liberation of the Republic 
there were some 6,000 people - month and during the State of Civil 
Emergency declared on May 27th 1942, sci 50,000 a month, 

About 200,000 persons passed ‘through the Gestapo prison in Brno 
during the years of occupation. Some 30,000 were released; the others, 
as far as they were not tortured to death or killed straight away, 
were put into a concentration camps 

The number of those who were killed or died during their 
imprisonment by the police cannot be estimated. We know esge that on 


an average 5 persons a day were beaten to death in the Gestapo prison 


in Prague - Pankrdc; during HEYDRICH’s terror-régime and during the 


months following his death at least 10. To these mist be added 
1,078 persons, who were strangled in the so-called guillotine shed. 

Some 20,000 were tortured to death or otherwise killed in the 
Gcstapo prison in Brno, 

The executions ordered by the "Standgerichte" (which will be 
dealt with below) were in the hands of the Gestapo as obviously were 
the "Standgerichte" themselves. Apart from these executions the 
investigations have so far brought to light the following list of 
victims at some of the Gestapo headquarters. 

Beaten Death from 


Gestapo Headquarters. Shot» to death. unspecificd 
CRUSEB. 


Prague - (Petschek Palais) 500 
Kladno 2 4300-3, 000 
Ji&in 70 
Klatovy é 
Plzen 
Hradec Krilové 
Tabor 
Kolin 


y a> Ge . - 
Geské Budejovice 


When the Buchenwnld’ concentration camp was liberated by the 


Americans in April 1945, 2,662 Czechoslovak prisoners were found 


still alive, 

In the concentration camp Oswiecim nearly 60,000 Czechoslovak 
nationals were prisoners in the period between April 1942 ond April 1944. 

4 report of October 194.4 about Dachau concentration camp puts the 
number of Czechoslovak nationals at 1,500. Perhaps the figure given 
in that report for October 194.5 about the other nationalities may convey 
4 picture of the proportion of Cacch nationals valid for other times; 

Germans: 4.00 political 
1,000 "Berufsverbrecher" 


800 Workshy, anti~social and 
Bible Students. 


Other 
nationalitics; 400 Belgians 
500 Frenchmen 
300 Dutch 
300 Norwegians 
1,500 Czechs 
800 Catholic Priests of various 
nationalities, 
6,000 or more Poles and Russians. 


Some 2,200 relatives of persons who took refuge mainly in Great 


Britain were deported to the concentration camp at Svatoborice in 


Moravia and remained there during the whole time of occupation. 
2. Criminal Courts. 


(a) The People’s Court (Volksgerichtehof) 

The Czechoslovak Republic was, 28 pointed out in previous parts 
of this report, not only occupicd, but entirely annexed by the German 
Reich. Especinlly the Deerce of 16.23.1939 (RGB1.1,pe485) (Annex 1) 

only insufficiently veils the fact that it orders the annexation of those 

parts of the Republic which reminecd unoccupied after the dictate of 
Wunich,. 

The resistance of the Czechoslovak People sazninst this annemtion 


, 
wos fourht by various men The People s Court was one of the 


instances which wos charged with the suppression of all even the most 
insignificant activities aiming at the liquidation of this state of 
affairs created in violation of international law. 

The People ‘s Court was created by enactrent of 244421934 (RGB1.I, 
pe 541). Ry Article III, para 1 of this enactment it was charged with 
the trying of "High Treason" (Hochverrat) and "Preason to the Country" 
(Landesverrat). By the Ordinance of 1i,.41939' (RGBl. I, pe 752) 
(Annex 5 ) signed by the then Reich Minister of Justice, Dr. GURTNEE, 
and on behalf of the Reich Vinister of Interior by PFUNDNER, its 
jurisdiction was extended to the "Protectorate". 

Para 5 of the Ordinance of 212.1940 (RGBl. I, pe405) and of 
2901.43 (RGB1. I, pe 76) respectively (Annex 6) which became valid in 
the territory of the Republic as well, considerably increased the 
scope of its jurisdiction; nevertheless it remained in practice a court 
mainly concerned with "High Treason" and "Treason to the Country" 
(Landesverrat). 

The number of Czechoslovak citizens sentenced to death by, this 
Court during the occupation is so far only partly knovm, Investigations 
carried out up to now brought to light 445 death sentences alone, which 
were executed without exception. 

More than one reason can be shown that the German Reich did not 
acquire by her illegal occupation of the Czechoslovak Republic the 
rights due to a belligcrent power occupying enemy territory during the 
wer. In this report, however, we are going to deal exclusively with : 


that part of the activities of the Gerran courts in Czechoslovakia, 


the illegality of which is indisputable. We restrict ourselves, 


therefore, to that part of their activities which are beyond the rights 
connected with the occupatio bellica. 

An exattination of the sentences passed by the People’s Court shows 
again and again that even the most insignificant act which certainly 


could not endanger the military security of the German Reich or other 


"legitimate interests of the occupying power", wos considered a crime 
and punished with death. That taking up of nere trifles and their 
inhuman judgment explains to 4 great extent the great number of death 
sentences passed by the People’s Court. 

We do not think that, as said before, the German Reich could claim 
in Czechoslovakia the rights which international law concedes to 
belligerents vccupying eneny territory, but wish to deal in this report 
only with the jurisdiction, which would be illegal even if the German 
Reich had those rights. 

The cccupant of enemy territory may be entitled to demand from 
the inhabitants of the occupied territory to abstain from taking up a 
hostile attitude sgeinst him and to submit willingly to his legitimate 
commands and he may be entitled to punish thom severely if they do not 
comply with this conmand, To avoid disputable points we do not 
propose to cxamine if the People’s Court did not even go beyond these 
wide limits. 

Indisputably illegal are, however, the sentences passed by the 
People ‘s Court on High Treason. And not merely because High Treason 
can only be committed by persons owing allegiance. ‘The People’s 
Court had more than once qualified and punished with death acts: of 
Czechoslovak citizens, which aimed solely at the removal of the state 
created by the annexation of the Republic and did not interfere with 


the "legitimate" interests of the occupying power. 
oa — 


It is quite clear that the Germn criminal legislation was not 


entitled to protect a state illegally created - as that created by the 
annexation - and that a jurisdiction, which draconically punishes an 
activity aiming at the removal of this state, does not find any basis 
in international law. 

The sentences passed by the People s Court on High Treason which 


punished Czechoslovak citizens in exceptional cases with many years 


of penal servitude, as a rule with death, are to be considered, as 
the’ case my be, as “Illegal Restriction of Personal liberty" or as 
"Murder", 
(b) Special Courts 

The jurisdiction of the Special Courts was considerably rore 
liverse and extenvive.than that cf the People’s Court and the terrorism 
cranating from them incomparably more intensives 


the Spceial Courts were established by the Ordinance of Pebruary 


S1st 1940 (RGB1.T,pe4.05 and RGBL. cx 1943, I, p»76 respectively) 


(«nnex 6). In Gorvany proper ond in the territories annexed by 
Germany during this war onc or more word set up in the district of 
every High'Gourt (Oberlandesgericht); five in the territory of the 
Cxechoslovak Republic, 

The jurisdiction of the Special Courts is defined in $ 13 and 1, 
of the quoted Ordinance. § 135 enumerates the offences which fall 


exclusively within the jurisdiction cf the Special Courts. Their 


ine 
nh 


number wos considerably increased by later Ordinances, Without going 
into detail, they sre rainly offences ageinst the régime of the 


sys 


occupying power, its military institutions and its political 


orronisations in the "Protectorate" and the wombers of these orgen- 


LSEAGLONG. G iC same Ordina s moreover leaves it 
bring bel'ore the 
whole with 
111 nationa A sunmary one. 
zation ( $ 21 cf the Ordinance 
1 with the 
e Ordinance) ; and 


ntence of the 


The Czechoslovak law like the law of other European nations 
allows the trial of crimes in summary courts only as an exception. 
Only in case of danger to the State from outside and under extraordinary 
conditions of similar iusportance the suspension of the ordinary criminal 
4 


the transfor of the jurisdiction over certain crimes to 


te justificd. It was left to the German legislation 


the Republic summary criminal courts as 


permanent institution and morcover to transfer to them the greater part 


in criminal matters, certainly the most important 


ompetence of the Special Courts and the provisions to be 
applied by them are laid down in a great number of ordinances and 


1 


dec~ses. And a preat number of t e ordinances and decrees violate 
principles considered irrevocable by all civilised nations. 
again we sce that they disregard the principle 

nullum crimen - nulla peena sine lege. Thus the "Ordinance Against 
Violent Criminols” dated December 5th, 1939 (RGB1. I, p.2378) 
(Annex 7) provides the death penalty for offences which, up to its 

sning. into force, were punished by imprisomsacnt and lays dowm its 
retrospective force in 


411 provisions administered by the 


nat their threats of penaltic¢s are in no 


Ls 


reasonible proportion whatsocva ) nee; all of them are 


against Destructive Elements, 
(Annex 8) not only every 
iIisdencsanour conmitted by abusing the regulations 


Lir raids 


No less exeessive arc the sentences which were pissed pursuant 
to the Ordinance concerniny Special Rezulations on Broadcasting, dated 
September 1st ,1959. (RG ~.16585 = V.BL.R.Prot.p.129) (Annex 9) in 
particular to § 2 of the Ordinance: "Whoever deliberately spreads news 
which is apt to cndanger the power of resistance of the German people, 
will be punished with penal servitude - in particular serious casus, 
with death", Here too the Special Courts considered most of the cases 


brought before them, ";orticularly serious" ones, and passed the death 
séntence. 


Perhaps the most excessive provision applied by the Special 


urts is contained in the Ordinance of the Reichgeprotektor of Bohemia and 


Moravian on the Defence against Support of Acts Hostile to the Reich, 
dated July 3rd 1942 (V.B1,.R.Prot., pel82) (Annex 10), Remarkably enough 
this Ordinance is so-called “Gcbietssonderrecht" that is to say it did 
not take effect in the German Reich, but only in the "Protectorate". 
Pursuant to § 1 (1) of this Ordinance" anyone who gives lodgings or any 
other help to a person whom he kmows or vccording to 

Can assume that he or she is engaged in an act hostile 

who omits to notify the authorities in time" is to be punished by death. 
According to 9 1 (2 clircunstances inthe meaning of 9 1 (1) are given 
Gspecinally in case the perpetrator is ayvmre of the fact that the person 
concerned is not registored with the police contrary to the existing 
resulation, or docs 


deliberate 


intend anything 
T OLL Cc 


A ees | T n4-€ ayy 
\lid Identity 


authoritics or docs not possess Identity papers, it must be deduced, 
pursusnt to § 1 nrty to an enter- 
prise hostile to the Reich. Vas he in fact party to such an enterprise, 


the Special Court has not to ecxsmine the question at all whether the 


persons who gave him lodging knew of that enterprise. That kmowledrce 


has, pursuant to the more than daring assumption of § 0 ore= 
sod and, without admitting or considering any evidence as to the 
‘orrectness of that assumption, a death sentence has to be pronounced, 


=- OU 


No provision wis applied more often by the Special Courts than 


y 4 of the Ordinance against Destructive Elements (Annex 8), which lays 


down that "whoever, deliberately abusing the extraordinary conditions 
created by the war, commits some other offenec will, in excess of the 


ordinary maximum penalty, be sentenced to penal servitude up to 15 yenrs, 


for life, or to denth, if the vound popular feeling (gesunde Volkscemmfinden) 


calls for it because o articular heincusness of the offc 


others all, even the slightest, 


" : ok | . 4 3 p donee ike 
other crimes wer onalderc st 


infringanents against the numerous cmergoncy ons concerning 


ceonomice eontrol (Kricgswirtschaf'ts-Vor i great part of the 


sentences pissed by the Special Courts are death sentences ajrainst 


butche ve sold but small quantitics of meat “under the counter", 


icd individual customers with bread off the 
h, cigarcettcos ctCe, 


arket, for every = eve and insignificant 


controlled cciling prices 


be imposed, § 4 is mostly concerned with offences which, before the 
validity of the Ordinance against destructive clerents, were fined or 
punished with imprisonment lasting a few days, or weeks at most. Now 
it wis up to the judge to examine first of all whether » in view of the 
"particular hcoinousness" of the deed "the sound popular feeling" asks 
that the "ordinary mximum penalty" should be exeveded, As the "sound 
popular feeling" is not a certain fact which can be established, there 
is no relinble standard to help to decide whether it is necessary in an 
individual case, to exceed the ordinary maximum penalty. The decision 
is therefore, solely left to the arbitrariness of the judge. Should he 
consider that in view of the "sound popular feeling" the "ordinary 
maximum penalty" is to be exceeded, the duration of the penal servitude 
is again left to his arbitrariness. He can impose the shortest possible 
one but in each case, penal servitude for life as well. And he can 
eventually pass = also according to his ow discretion - a death 
sentence in each case. 

The number of sentences passed pursuant to these or similar 
provisions could so far be ascertained very incompletely only. The 
investigations carried out up to now, which cover the period up to and 
including the firet half of 1943, have revealed 704 death sentences 
nlone, which were executed without cxception, 

We have shown that the German Police had the power to commit 
arbitrarily pay hedy $0 a concentration camp, ise. to death. It is almost 
incomprehensible why the Third Reich was not satisfied with this one 
instrument of terrorism, but in addition unleashed the criminal courts 


and = relieving them from all legal barriers - empowercd them to impose 


in every case brought before them an entirely inappropriate penalty or 


even death. - The horrors of the concentration camps were divulged ror 
years by so-called whisper-propigandn (Fluesterpropaganda) probably 
fostered, certainly weloomed by the Nazis as fitting well into their 


systen of spresding terrer. At the same time this whisper-propagenda 


was draconioally punished as "atrocity-propaganda" (Greuel propaganda). 
Possibly the Nazis thought it an advantage to demonstrate in the full 
light of publicity some of their brutal methods - again for the 
purpose of spreading terror, The atrocities committed by the 
courts my have been surpassed by those of the SS, their essential 


and distinguishing feature is their publicity. 


3. The"State of Civil Emergency" 
“(gavilor Ausnahnezustend). 
The methods of terrorism described so far were applied with 
unrerittinz severity during the whole time of occupation. They were 
part of the routine of the German administratio in Gauchonlevaidas 


But even these methods which could hardly be surpassed in brutality 


did not alweys satisfy the Germans. 


The possibility to step up the usual terrorism - at least 


ocenasiqmally = was provided by the Ordinance concerning the Declaration 
of a State of Civil Emergency issued by the Rebh Protector in Bohemia 
and Noravia on 27e9e41 (PeBleReProte pe527) (Annex 11). 

As early as Summer 1941 there could be no longer any doubt of 
a cansiderable decline in the war production of the Republic. In the 
train armament factories of the countrg, output declined by about a 
third in August, and there is every reason to believe that the decline 
was even greater in September. In certain coalmines the output fell 
fs much as 65%. Apart from the unfsvourable development of industriol 
production the German authorities were concerned about difficulties 
that had arisen in the traffic through the "Protectorate". The 
general deterioration of railway stock and trucks alone were sufficient 
to produce the series of accidents and delays which had occurred 
lately on the overburdened lines, but there is reason to believe that 
reailwayren did their best to accentuate the inefficiency of the over~ 


strained railway system When eventunlly in the second half of 


September the underground Gzech national revolutionary cormittce, 
with the essistance of the B.BeC.,.launched 1 very successful boycott 


carpaien agvinst the Germin-controlled press the German authorities 


took the opportunity to atrike o heavy blow against the Czcchoslovak 


people. 

é' On September 27th, 1941, Radio Prague broadenst the following 
news; “Reich Minister Baron von NEURLTH, the Reich Protector of 
Boheria-Moravin, found it necessary to ask the Fuehrer for a long 
leave to restore his undermined health. 

"In view of the fact that the present time of war makes demands 
on the full attention of the Reich Protector Baron von NEURATH, at 
' the same time requested the Fuchrer to relieve him temporarily of his 
office as Reich Protector until his health would be restored, ani to 
appoint e deputy for that period, 

"Tn these circumstances the Fuehrer acceded to the request of 
the Reich Protector and entrusted §S. Obergruppenfuehrer HEYDRICH 
with the conduct of the office of Reich Protector in Bohemia and 
Moravia for the duration of the illness of Reich Minister von NEURATH." 

Reinhard HEYDRICH had already arrived on September 26th, 1941 
in Prague accompanied by sixtytwo officers of his police and 
espionage apparatuse On September 28th the Ordinance concerning 
the Declaration of a State of Civil Emergenay dated September 27th, 
19,1, was issued with his signature. 

The Ordinance empowers the Reich Protector to declare o state 
of civil, emergency throughout the whole territory of the Protectorcte 
of Bohemia and Moravia, or in separate districts (See. l-of the 
Ordinance). 

The most important consequence of a declaration of s State 
of Civil Emergency is the transfer of 5 cmsiderable jert of the 
jurisdiction on criminal matters to so-called "Standgerichte" (Sea. 


of the Ordinance). 


Of the greatest significance is finally the provision that 
during a state of civil emergency deviations from the law in force 
Tay be rade when introducing and carrying out measures for the 
preservation or restoration of public security and order (Sec. 2, para l 
of the Ordinance). 
(a) The State of Civil Emergen Sept. 28,1 - Jan. 19, 1 

The authorisation to declare a state of civil emerjency was used 
as early as September 28, 1941. By Decree of the same day (Annex 12) 
Signed by HEYDRICH the state of civil emergency was declared for the 
districts of the "Oberlandrat" in Prague, Brno amonz,others, and a few 
days Jater (Annex 15 and 14) in most of the remaining part of the 


"Protectorate", 


The "Standgerichte" set up simultaneously, which acted throughout 


the whole period, passed 778 death sentences (all were executed) and 
handed over more than 1,000 persons to the Gestapo i.¢. concentration 
cai. These figures rest on investigations carried out up to now. 
The actual figures may be much higher. 

The only rules regulating the institution, composition and 
procedure of the "Standgerichte" ore to be found in the Ordinance of 
Septerber 27th, 1941 (VeBle ReProte pe 527)0— 

It does not in any way restrict the power of the Reich Protector 
to declare a state of civil emergency, in other words, such a 
declarati.on which implies the transfor of a considerable part of the 
jurisdiction in criminal mettera to "Standgerichte" is not dependent 
on legal prertises. All is left to the discretion and arbitrary 
decision of the Reich Protector. 

The Ordinance docs not state either on whom the office of a 
Judge in these "Standgerichte" may be conferred, whother the Jiizes in 
the "Standgerichte" are to be professional or non-professional Jwijes 
nnd whether gentences are to be passed by a Bench or by a single Judge. 


The Ordinance merely says: "Standgerichte" will be set up by the 


Reich Protector. It is for him to choose the persons who are to 

function as Judges. As his selection is in no way restricted, he may 
choose professional Judges; but should he consider it more expedient, 
he my nominate exclusively non-professionals. fhether they have to 
function as single Jufiges or as a Bench is again left entirely to the 


discretion of the Reich Protector, 


According to the informmticn we possess at the moment, the 


Judges designated for these "Standgerichte" were. only in exceptional 
cases = if ever = professional Judges. As o rule, knowledsze of the 
law was not the decisive factor in the selections Political 
reliability was the quility most sought after. That is why the 
Judges were, we can say, without exception, members and mostly 
executives of the NSDAP or of the various other National. Socialist 
Organisations, that is to say, ren who - with a few exceptions — had 
not the slightest knowledge of law, or experience in conducting 
criminal proceedings. According to our information the proceedings 
under "Standrecht" were regularly carried out by a Bench (not always 
of the same size), composed of insufficiently quilified persons. 

It is obvious that the activity of such a Bench hardly rerits 
the name of jurisdiction. 

The legislator had obviously both anticipated and desired this 
inadequacy of the "Standgerichte". \ihat else can have been the 
reason for not allowing the accused to reject a Judge? Why was it 
that a Judge was denied the possibility to withdraw from a case even 
if, for reasons of # general or special character, he felt unfitted 
for the task? The aim of this inadequacy was obviously to prevent 
discussions which would have constantly shown that the Judges 
selected by the Reich: Protector wore inmypable of fulfilling their 
duties, 

The Ordinance of September 27th, 19 loes not grant the 


accused the right to reject a Judge. Jt does not even give the Judge 


the possibility of declaring himself prejudiced and suggesting 
appointment of ancther Judges. In short, it opens the wey for 
sentence to be passed by Judges who are not even unprejudiced. 

The procedure of the "Standgorichte" is a summary onee It 
should lead to an immadinte decision. One cammot, evidently, submit 
all cases of a certain type to such a proccdures It should be applied, 
only in cases where the puilt of -the accused can be provéd without 
difficulty. In peneral, it is possible to prove the guilt of a 
person caught in the very act without any circumstantial procedure, 

It will probably be possible in mny other instances to obtain without 
difficulty a clear ides of the guilt of the accused. But, on the 
other hand, there will frequently be cases which are much more 

nplicated than others of the same aahegory’s . And if they too are 
tried by a summary procedure, then the rel ibility of the decision 
Will be intolerably reduced. 

Section 3, § 2 of the Ordinance of September 27th, 1941 
enumerates the offences falling within the jurisdiction of the 
"Standgerichte", The Ovdinance does not contain any clause providing 


that cases which cannot be dealt with satisfactorily by a summary 


procédure, owing to their complexity, must be transferred to regular 


tribunals. 
states that the Reich Protector 
withdraw exceptional cases from the "Standgerichte" and submit them 


urt (Volksgerichtshef). Nobody acquainted with the 
Socialist legislation will believe that this 
Ordinance sims ot protecting the rizhts of the accused. 
provision, cnabling an alministrative official to decide 
tribunal is competent try a certain criminal case, is olearly 
only. it provides chiefly for 


treason, Which ocll for close 


investi tatiLon.s Such ar fication cannot be expected from Summ 


Courts, certainly not from "Standgerichte". 

According to the standards recognised by all civilised nations, 
& summary procedure is adequate neither for every criminal case, nor 
for every persons Dangerously ill and pregnant persons, for example, 
will not be able to put formmrd a serious defence against a charge 
before a "Standgericht ", They should be tried by regular tribunals 
only; otherwise the proceedings would be degraded to the level of a 
farce. But all considerations of this kind are ignored by the 
Ordinance of September 27th, 1941. It compels the taking of 
proceedings under "Standrecht" in the onase of any person, without 
exception, who is suspected of one of the actions specified in 
Section 3, § 2. 

A still more obvious restriction of the rights of defence is 
the fact that in proceedings = above all in summary procecdings = 
which can only end in a death sentence (or acquittal), the accused 
is not represented by Counsel. The Ordinance of September 27th, 1941 
does not provide for the employment of Counsel at a trial, and in 
practice = accordinz to the information wo possess — trials were 
regularly held, and sentences were passed, without the participation 
of Counsel. 

The Ordinance of September 27th, 1941 docs not contain any 
rules governing the procedure at a trial. It is left to the 
Judges to lay them dowmm. 4s already mentioned, the Judges, with 
a few exceptions, had no knowledge of law and the mjority of them 
no experience whatever of the conduct of criminal proccedings. It 
is, therefore, not astonishing that trials before a "Standgericht " 
had no resemblance to what is called a trial in civilised systems 
of law In other words =- trials before "Standgerichte" have been 
conducted in a way which would not have enabled even learned ond 


experienced Judges to gain a clear picture of the facts. 


Any control of the trial or of the sentence, cither by the 


presence of the public or by a Court of ,ppeal, is excluded by the 
Ordinance of September 27th, 1941. 


"Standgerichte" have never sat in public. 4.48 there were = 


at least in most of the cases = no serious reasons (certainly none 


in the general view) for holding the trial in camera, we find here 
again, a flagrant infringement of the principles mintained by the 

law of all civiliscd nations, 4nd this infringement of a generally 
recognised principle, has obviously no other aim than to terrorise 

the inhabitants of the oceupicd territory. They are threatened 

by a criminal procedure which nobody has witnessed, which no one 

knows for certain; and nobody can ascertain what actions in particular 
are punishable. As the public was not admitted to the proceedings 

of the "Standgerichte", the mere cxistence of these "tribunals" 
increased the inscourity under the txisting lowe 

There was no appeal ayainst the sentences passed by the 
"Standgerichte" (Sec. 4, 9 3 of the Ordinance). 

The records of a trial before the "Standgerichte" contain 
simply the names of the Judges, the sondermed, and the witnesses, 
as well as the crime and the dotc of’ the sentence (Sec. 4, § 2 of the 
Ordinance). Provisions which ollow of such incomplete records and 
even prescribe them, can only have one object: to prevent all control, 
by coneea Lins what hos taken place during the trial so as to cfface 
oll traces of what has been done. 

According to Section 4,$ 1 of the Ordinance, "Standgerichte" 
can, only pass a sentence of death or deliver the accused to the 
Secret State Police, The Ordinance does not indicate which of 
these two punishments is to be considered as the mildor one. The 
"Standyerichte" have, apparently, hardly cvor made use of the third 
possibility, acquittal, mentioned in Section 4, $1. That was 
cortainly the intention of the "legislator", to whom the ides of 


acquittal was so remote that he omitted to order the kecping of a 


LF a 


record (even in outline) for such a case. (Compare Section 4, § 2 of 
the Ordinance which only rentions a "conderned" and not an "accused", 

Sentences delivered by "Standgerichte" have to be executed 
immediately (Section 4, § 3 of the Ordinance). Numerous experiences 
have shown that the brutal National Socialist lerislation has never 

been vnttonugted. in practice. at the end of the so-called trial, it 
is left to the Judges to decide whether the condered is to be shot or 
hanged (Section 4, § 3 of the Ordinance), Not even a short delay to 
prepare himself for death is granted to a condemned perscne Fardon 
does not come under consideration in the Ordinance, In any case, 
the brutal haste with which the sentences of the "Standzerichte" were 
executed, mde it impossible. 

To sum up it may be said; 

The wholly inadequate qualifications of the Judes and the 
impossibility of rejecting even an obviously prejudiced Judge, mako 
it questionable whether the institution we are discussinz is one which, 
measured by the standard of civilised nations, can be desoribed as n 
"court", 

And do the proceedings before the "Standgerichte" merit the 
nane "trial" 2? To recapitulate the min points; we have already 
referred to the exclusion of the public. The restriction of the 
richts of the defence is 1 worse feature. ven an cxperimced Counsel 
would have found little opportunity for exercisin; his role at these 
entirely irregular trials. But that little opportunity too, was 
withheld from the accused. 

There is no rule which provides that the accused mist be 
represented by Counsel at a trial before the "Standzcrichte'"; and in 
practice, accordin; to our information, accused persons have never 
been so represented, 

It may be difficult to define the conditions which are 


essential to enable an institution to possess the character of a 
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tribunal. It my also be diffioult to state the principles which 


must be obsorved to enable proceedings before a criminal court to be 


called a trial. We ave, however, not concerned here with a border- 


line ease. It is evident that tho "gtandzerichte" Jacked almost every 
quality which, according to general opinion, a tribunal ought to 
posscas; and that the trials before these "Courts" cffended practically 
aAmMSines very principle which has to be respected under the laws of all 
civilised naticns. The "Standgerichte" can certainly not be 
considsréi as tribunals, nor their preceedings as trials anil sentences, 

Excouticns carrying out the "sentences" of the "Standzerichte" 
do not differ in any way from executions without trial. They must 
be qualified as murders. 

It is impossible, in the provisions which regulate the proceed-= 
ings befcre the. "Standgerichte", to discover the least vestige of 
humanity. The rule, for instance, which requires the sentence to be 
executed immedintely, and the practice which does not grant the 


condemmoed man even a bricf respite to prepare himself for death, is 4 


of brutality which, like the whole institution of the "Standgerichte" 
Sy ? 


at terrorising the populaticne 


he » Sta ite . OF Civil j juner; CL ONCE » 
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Qn May 27th, 2942 Czech patriots rade an attempt on the life of 
Deputy Reich Protector Re HSYDRICH.  -HHYDRICH, with whose name 

the wave of brutal oppression started on September 27th, 1941, and 
directed azainst the resistance movement in Czechoslovakia is closcly 
connected, was mortally wounded and died from his wounds on Jime uth, 
19426 

The punishment of HEYDRICH by members of the Czechoslovak 
undergrowid movement approved not only by the Czech people but also 


by the whole civilised world, opened a new chapter of terrorism, if 


possible more intensive, inhuran end ruthless than ever before. 


With the Preclamtion of Yay 27th, 1942 (V.B1.sR. Prot. ,pe123) 
biuiod Wy IeHeFRANK for the Reich Protector (Annex 15) a State of 
Civil imergoney was brought into force (for the second time) through-= 
out the vihole Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravide Again the ille 
famed "Standgerichte" were set up. The tire of their activity .could 
not yet be reliably ascertained. The State of Civil Emergonoy declared 
on Yay 27th, 1942, was lifted by Decree of the Deputy Reich Protector 
DALUNGE on July 3rd, 1942 (V.BlsRoProte pel81) (Annex 14). The 
same Decree provided, however, that the "Standgerichte" should remin 
competent for the trial of criminal offences conmitted in close 
connection with the attack against ss Obergruppenfuehrer HEYDRICH". 

according to the evidence at the disposal of the Czechoslovak 
Government more than 1,450 death sentences were passed by these 
"Standgerichte" (established on Yay 27th, 1942). These are the facts 
available at the present tire. The number of death sentences and 
executions is probably much hizher. bout the number of those who 
were handed over to concentration camps by these "Standgerichte" we 
know nothins. 

For the "Standsrerichte" set up on May 27th, 1942 the sare can 
be said as for those csatablished on September 28th, 1941. Their 
composition and procedure is the same. They too cannot be considered 
as "courts" and their procecdings not as "trials" and "sentences". 
They too are casily recognised as mere instrumonts of terrorism 

The "Standgerichte" set up on Vay 27th, 1942 were as well, 
accordins to Section 3, 4 2 of the Ordinance of September 27th, 1941, 


uo 


competent to pass sentences for all acts disturbin; or endangering 


public order and wecurity, ceonoric life or peaceful work and all 
violations of the special orders issued under the cxtracrdinary powers 
provided in Scetion 2 of the Ordinance f September 27th, 1941. Tt 
io these Inst rentioned "special orders" which have to be dealt with 


1] Th to the measures which pursuant to Section 2 


espe: Ayo ney belon ' vO 
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of the quoted Ordinance may deviate from the law in force. Orders 

of this kind characterise the State of Civil Energeney dealt with here 
(The State of Civil Erergeucy from May 27th, 1942 = July 3rd 1942). 
The ‘Decree of 2765642 (VeleR.Protepel23) (amnex 15) states that not 
only all those who have sheltered or helped a person who took part in 
the attempt upon HEYDRICH will be punished with death. It adds; "they 
will be shot together with their family". 

In this connection wo have also to mention the Decree of 285442 
(Annex 17) according to which, persons who have reached the age of 15 
will be punished with death if they do not fulfil their obligation to 
register as ordered by the same decree. Hoth Decrees represent an open 
offence against the principle on which the deivina? law of all civilised 
nations is based, against the self-cvident derand of justice that 
- punishment may only follow guilt; 

According to the Decree of Vay 27th, 1942 the family wiit bo 
shot even when thoy do not bear any responsibility for the sheltering 
of the person mentioned in the Decree and even if they were ignorant 
of it. The "Standzerichte" which have to put this Decree into practice 
have not to consider the cuilt of the family. Should they consider it 
as proved, that a person has infringed the decree, they have to sentence 
to death not only this person, but also his or her whole family. 

An offence against the same principle is the passing of death 
sentences on juveniles (persons having "reached their 15th year of 
anc"). For it is generally acknowledged that only persons having 
reached their full maturity can be charged with responsibility 
justifying the death sentence. 

poth Decrees further threaten with death, amongst others, 
the omission to denounce, and cvun such ninor offcncesa as the 
omission to register. ‘This ia opposed to the generally recognised 


rule that the punishment rhould be in reasonable proportion to the 


subritted, did not lead to 


the official report about the 


= that the inhabitants of Lidice helped the 


avn & a SAAr So 
woich B3SSercts 


can deny that. that the local population was 


qucstioned, it had to admit, however, that the relevont cviden 


shed without their hcolpe 


The Gerran authorities obviously believed that by stepr 
y y Pp! 


n would be overcor ds 


Tate M or oe atecedd 3. 
the back frustrate: 


found in the fields after the harvest. 
children to the school. 
day to Lidice and 


cellar, barn 


and awaited 


WEISMAN informed the firing squad that it was the will of the Puchrer 


they were about to carry oute 

Prom the Horak farm the men were led out into the garden behind 
the barn in tens and shot. The massacres lasted from morning until 
kL o clock in the afternoone Afterwards the executioners had themselves 
photographed with the corpses on the execution ground. The pictures 
show both boys and older ren. They show that they had put straw on 
the wall so that the bullets should not rebound. 

At the same tire, 7 o’elock in the morning, the first building, 
belonj,ing to HLIM, on the road to Hostoun, was set on fire and after 
that one house after another was burned to the ground by the Gestapo. 
They brought two barrels of petrol and in front of each house poured 
out a pailful to light the fires, 

(nm June llth, 20 Jews came from Terezin who had to dig graves 
nesy the place of exceution and throw in the corpses head to toe and 

y side. Afterwards quickline was. poured over the corpses which 
then covered by boards, Then the corpses taken from the cemetery 

im graves and the ceretery wiped oute 
12th, German pioneers fitted into the walls of the 
ies old church of Ste Martin, explosive charges. Sete Jan 
au linison officer once more called the Gestapo from 
ste destruction of the ancient church. ~ 
ground where Lidice had stood. 
Lidice has been described, 172 men and 
of on June LOth, 1942. Another 
of Kladno on June 9th and 1Oth, were later 
or in the nearby woods, 
1 woren from Lidice we shot in Prague as well. ‘The others, 
to the Ravensbrilck concentration canpae 


Arc MASS. 


4 of these women were taken from Lidice to a mternity hore 
in Prague, their newly born children murdered and the mothers then sent 


to Ravensbrtick. 


The children of Lidice were taken from their mothers a few days 


after the destruction of the village. 90 were sent to Lod% in Poland 
and from there to Gneisenau concentration camp (in the so-called 
Wartheland), So far no trace of these children has been discovered. 
7 of the youngest (less than a year old) were taken to a German 
children’s hospital in Prazue and after cxamination by "racial experts" 
sent to Gerrany. They were to be brouzht up as Gerrans and were piven 
German names. very trace of them has been lost. 

Two or three children were born in Ravensbrick concentration 

They were killed immediately after their birth. 

The belonginizs of the population of Lidice were "confiscated". 
Already on June 9th the Gestapo seized Cie saving books and other 


valuables. In the early morning of June loth the cattle was 


off and furniture, tools etc., removed to the Bustchrad Courts 


officisl report of 106542 published in 


59 (Amnex 1A 


pulation cf the villagé of Lidice 


the perpetratora" (3 he persons who 


On HEYDRICH), furths tiat "lL gal pubs 
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and anrmunition! 


anybody supplying them with appropriate informtion and threatened 
all those violating the obligation to inform the police, to be shot 
with their family. 

More rerarkable than the stransc contradiction between the 
report of 10e5e42 and the proclamation of 13.6642 is, however, the 
fact that even a crime like that committed at Lidice has a foundation 
in German "Law". That crime too is a "measure" which the Reich 
Frotector or the authorities delegated by him are allowed to take 
during the state of civil emergency. The monstrous features of that 
"measure" are instances of "deviations from the law in force" which 
Section 2, § 1 of the Ordinance of 17-9e41 had in minde 

Secticn 1, § 2 of the Ordinance on Legislation in the 
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravin dated 76601939 (RGB1.I,p.1039) 
(Annex 20) lays dovm; "If there is any danger in delay the Reich 
Protector has the authority to issue provisions of any kind. One 
provision issucd by him pursuant to this Section was the Ordinance of 


9,41 concerniny the Declaration of 2 State of Civil Emergenay% 


ny 
c/e 


It would, however, be wrong to assume that the Ordinance of 


97.96) 
=(* Jone 


1 was issucd solely under the general powers granted by the 


Ordinance of 76.1939 and that HITLER and the German Government 
learned only after its issue what use was made by the Reich Protector 
of the powers so gcranteds 
Cn 26e9e),1 HEYDRICH was entrusted by HITLER with the conduct 
office of Reich Protectors Alone the nomination of o man 
like HSYDRICH who, as everyone knew, excelled by far even the average 
Gestapo man in lack of seruples and in brutality, served the terror- 
sation ef the Gzecheslovak yeople and was meant to serve. = The 
by which business is to be Gone are unambiguously determined 
entrusted to a man like H&YDRICH; they can only be criminale 
CHE as the authoritics responsible for his 


knew him, wanted such methods when assi. gning [IYDRICH 


On September 26th, 1941, HMSYDRICH arrived in Pracuc, The 
Ordinance on the Declaration of a State of Civil Rmerzency was issucd 
one day later. It was obviously prepared beforchend and its issue wis 
the execution of one of the directions fiven vo HEYDRICH on his why. 

Had HITLER and the German Governrent not known the Ordinance 
dated 27-9e41 before it was published and had they not agreed to it, 
would they not have taken exception to it? However, it reraincd 
in force. jn instrument such as this Ordinance was allowed to be in 
the hands of a man like HSYDRICH for many months. And rany months 
after it was issued it served HUYDRICH’s successors as "lesal basis 
for the massacres" of Lidice. 


In the same way it my be excluded that the Reich Protector 


or his subordinates to whom he delegated his extraordinary powers 


under Section 2, § 1 of the Ordinance dated 2729.41 (Secs 2, § 2 Of the 
Ordinance of 27.9641), carried out the massacre of Lidice without 


, e . 
HITLER s snd the German Goveniment s knowledic and consent. 


The perpetrators and their instigators did not even try 
conceal the mass murder of Lidice. On the contrary they were 
knoym to the public immediately after they had been conmitted. 
aim was obviously to demonstrate to the Czechoslovek people, nay to 
the wholé world, that the National Socinlist régime was capable of 
every brutality in order to bresk any opposition. ss murder 
idice w im act of violence which even excelled the crimes 
ZiGs 
' 


“ministrative measure of great sinmmificance"” desijmed to 


the Czéchoslovak people and to shape the opinion of the genoéral public 
on the essence of National Socialist révzime and its methods. 

And if nothin: clase would show the responsibility of the 
hishest authorities of the Reich - had they learned of the ta 
of Tidice after it had been conmitted, would they not heave call 


perpetrators to account? Perhaps their punishment wha concealeod 


from the public? However, they were not punished. Had the 


authorities condemed the crime of Lidice it would not have been 


repented at Lesiky a fortnight later. 


Letsky: ~ An official report of 24.6442 published in the newspaper 
"Der Neue Tay" on 2566642 (Annex 21) contains the information that 
Lezaky, a hamlet cn the Dohemia-Moravian Plateau consisting of 9 
cottages was rased to the ground and the adult population summarily 
shot. The report continues that the population of LeZdiky sheltered 
Czcch parachutists who took a prominent part in the preparation of the 
attempt on HEYDRICH and tried to prevent the parachutists from falling 
into the hands of the police, 

What had renlly happencd? On June 2th, 1942 a number of 
Gestapo officials arrived at Leziky. They brousht with them no less 
than 600 men of the Schutapolizei. The place was surrounded, all the 
inhabitants arrested ani takon in lorries to Pardubice. They were 
"questioned" by the Gestapo and on Juno 28th after days of torture all 
those above the aye of 16 were shot; altogether 1, men and 20 womene 
{he corpses were burnt at the: Pardubice crecratorium At night the 
ashés were thrown into the river by a Gestapo man. 

The 14 children of LeZiky were taken to Prague where every trace 
of them has been lost. 

Lewiky was, like lidice completely destroyed and the ground 
where it stood covered with mids 

Tn contiection with this "Action" about 500 men and women ol the 
thbourine village of #amcko were shot without trial. 
C4dly cnouzh the officlul report < P 2,602 brinzs the news of 


xgeution of the inhabitants of Lezaky four days carlier than it 
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VIe THE PERSONS RESPONSIBLE IN THE OPINION OF THE 
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CZECHOSLOVAK GOVERNIENT AND THE UNITED N\TIONS 


ltt tte tan heehee ied eet ee eee | 


WAR CRIVES COMISSION. 


The personal responsibility of the exponenits of the German 
Reich ~ of the Nazi Party as well as the State = for the crimes 
committed on Czechoslovak territory and afainst Czechoslovak citizen 
stressed in a Declaration on June 13th, 1942 by the President of 


ry my 


ther 
bne Uze 


choslovak Republic, The same Declaration announced the punish~ 
ment of al] those who instigated or assisted in the violation of oll 
principles of International Law on the territory of the Republic, = 
of the originators of "“slaurhtering, robbing and destroying of whole 
Villaces, killing of innocent people, and of systeratical mss murder", 
as the Czechosicvek Government has dealt with the crimes 
described in Part 4 o is Report in charges submitted to the United 
Nations Var Crines Commission, they included in these charges = in 
necordance with that Declaration ~ not only the actual perpetrators 
ary and olva authorities suporior to them snd 
eventually the members cf the German government. 


The Czechoslovak Government submitted to the United 


charge concerning: the 


Var Crimes Commission 


Ll public prosecutors - 


ipible for these crimes [ft was demonstra 


sp 
Kurt 


and the 


authorised their issue respectively. These are iminly; 

The Decree of the Wuehrer and Reich Chancellor dated 
1563559 (G51. I, pe 485) (Annex 1) Article XI, § 1 of which lays 
down that "ths Reich can promulgate decrees and ordinances applicable 
to the Protectorate" and Article XI, § 3 of which contains the 


provision that "the Reich Governrent can take measures necessary for 


the maintenance of security and order". 


Verely by promulgating a Deeree which empowers the Reich to 
issue decrees and ordinances for the Protectorate, the members of the 
legislative body have taken the responsibility for the contents of 
these orders, Their rodponai batty for the provisions under consider- 
ation becomes even more striking when we consider the meaning of the 
phrase "weasures necessary for the maintenance of security and order" 
in the Third Reich, Bearing; in mind that this formula in the 
National Socialist jargon covers every measure serving the interests 
of the rémime anil that the measures thus described have infringed at 
any time any demands of justice and humanity, the importance of the 
abovesrontioned provision of Article XI, $ 3 becomes plain. 

This formula i ie basis of everything we know as rarks of 
the National Socialist résime. It represents “lawful authorisation" 
for overy act of terror, of inhuvanity, for every crime typifying the 
methods of National Socialist administration, police officials and 

“alse And for those who are unwilling to coneur that HITLER 
and his counselloru were not aware of what a National Socialist 


dministration means by "measures necessary for the maintenance o: 


security and order", it is clear at it was the desire of the 
legisla tor to yive by Article x2, § 3 of Decree of the 14, 3059; 
tho above-mentioned "Legal 


(ty) i 1. $ 2 of the Ordinance on Lesislation in the 


Inted June 7th, 1939 (RGB1l.I.pel059) 


Inys down "If there is any danger in delay, the Reichsprotectcr has 
tho authority to issue provisions cf any kind", 

Everything mentioned above about the formula "measures necessary 
for the maintenance of sccurity and order" applies also to the 
expression "provisions of any kind", The latter perhaps gives better 
expression to the essence of both. 

(c) The necessary consequence of both of the Decree of 
16.3639 (Jmnex 1) and of the Ordinance of 7.6.39 (Annex 20) which was 
to be foreseen, is the Order issued by the Reichsprotector of Bohemia 
and Noravia on the Declaration of a State of Civil Emergency dated 


September 27th, 1941, (VeBlR.Prote pe527)- It was the basis for the 


activity of the "Standgerichte" and its Section 2 contained the 


authorisation for the issuc of provisions as outrageous as the Decree 
Of 276542 (Annex 15) and of 285642 (annex 17) and eventually the 
authorisation for crimes as those committed at Lidice and LezAky. 

The members of the German Government share the responsibility 
as members of the legislative body of the German Reich, for the whole 
scrics of these Decrees and Ordinances. The responsibility of 
individual mombers is underlined as they signed some of them, 
the German Government bear the responsibility for 

by the "Standgcrichte"” established on 27252. 
: German administration; They entrusted in 


this capacity persons with the execution of their Decrees and Ordinance 


the past of whom must have made them expect that they would criininall 
} ‘3 


pal r 


abuse the vast power invested They appointed men like 


HEYDRICH, DALUEGE and KeHePRAN rhest aoxecutives ct’ the 
head of the administration had at 
criminal activity cf the authoritics 


aver tried to do so, 


By 


: responsibility of tho highest administrative officials 
rotectorate"” = DALUEGE and KeH-FRPANK = for the crimes 
committed by the "Standzerichte" can be similarly established. They 
set up the "Standgerichte" and were superior to the persons acting as 
public prosecutors there, Both had the power to interrupt at any 
time the activity of the "Standgerichte", but neither used this power, 
The case of the "Standgerichte" established on 275642 alone 
demonstrates the criminal poliagy of terrorism ani rass murder initiated 
by the German Government and carried out barbarously by subordinate 
authorities with the Governrent’s full consent. 
For these and similar reasons Committee I of the United Nations 
War Crimes Conmission in their meeting on 22.11.14), declared all members 


of the Gerran Governrent = as far as they were in office during a 


pericd in the course of which the crimes were cither prepared or 


committed = personally responsible for the orimss cor 
"Standgerichte" set up on 27e5642 and placed them on 
war criminals, Further Kurt DsaLUEGE and KaH,FRANK were Jisted in 
connection with these crimes. 
The decision of Commttee I was confirmed 
Commission on the same days 
the crimes described in Part 4 of this Report the followin: 


were dealt with by the United Nations War Crimes Commission in 


pursuance of Czechoslovak charjres 


(5) The Crimes Committed Against Czechoslovak Citizens 
in the Concentration Camps Dachau, Buchenwald, 
Natzweiler, Oswieczim-Birkenau and Oranienbur:;- 
Sachsenhausen. (Report Part IV, V, 1, b). 


(6) The Grimes Committed by the Special Courts in the 
Territory of the Czechoslovak Republic or against 
Czechoslovak Citizens. (Report Part IV, V,; 2; b) 


(7) The Crimes Cormitted by the "Standgerichte" set up 
On 28.941. (Report Part IV, V, 3, &) 


(8) The Criwmes Committed by the "Standgerichte" set up ' 


On 275502. (Report Fart IV, V, 3, b) 


(9) The Grimes of Lidice and LeZdky. 
(Report Fart IV, Vy 3, b) 


VavGw 


In all these enses the United Naticns War Crimes Commission 


listed as war criminals, ancngst others, 411 members of the German 
Gevurnment who at the time of the preparation or carrying out of the 
respective crimfe were in office, 

al 1, 3, 4, 5 the lending officials of the German Police, end 
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